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VIRGINIA:  A CONTINUED MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD 

IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
ON APRIL 22, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M.  

 
PRESENT:  SUPERVISOR REGINALD O. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN 

SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, VICE-CHAIRMAN  
SUPERVISOR ERNEST L. BLOUNT  
SUPERVISOR M. SHERLOCK HOLMES  
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE  
 

ABSENT: SUPERVISOR M. SHERLOCK HOLMES  
 

 
ALSO  
PRESENT:  MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  

MR. JOHN B. EDWARDS, JR., ASST. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  
MRS. MELISSA D. ROLLINS, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & TECHNOLOGY  
MS. RHONDA R. MACK, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
MR. WILLIAM HEFTY, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
SHERIFF HAROLD D. BROWN 
MRS. DEBORAH NEE, COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE 
MR. STACEY WILLIAMS, BUILDING OFFICIAL  
 

 
CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Reginald O. Harrison. Mr. Harrison 
requested a moment of silence. Following the moment of silence, he asked the 
citizens to stand and say the pledge of allegiance. 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

1.  County Administrator 
A.  Mr. Tyrone Franklin addressed the Board calling their attention to 

correspondence from Mrs. Sophenia Pierce, director of the Surry County 
Office on Youth requesting that the Board consider a resolution 
proclaiming 2010 as the Year of the Family.  Resolution 2010-11 would 
be effective retroactively from January 1, through December 31, 2010.   

By the adoption of this resolution, the County would demonstrate its 
awareness and support of this endeavor as advocated by youth and 
family organizations within the County.  This resolution will further 
acknowledge that April is Child Abuse Prevention Month across the state 
of Virginia.  The Year of the Family initiative is one of Surry County’s 
responses to state efforts aimed at promoting safe and stable families in 
which our youth can live and grow. 
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Supervisor Judy Lyttle made a motion that the Board adopt Resolution 
2010-11; Supervisor John Seward seconded the motion.  Supervisors 
Harrison, Blount, Lyttle and Seward voted affirmatively to adopt the 
resolution. 
 

B. Commissioner of Revenue, Mrs. Deborah Nee, addressed the Board 
concerning correspondence she had received from County resident and 
business owner, Mr. Andrew Drew, requesting that the County consider 
making an adjustment in the personal property tax rate for buses.  Mrs. 
Nee provided the Board with pertinent information regarding the Code 
of Virginia, Section 58.1-3506 (A) (39), Section 58.1-2652, Section 58.1-
2658, and Section 58.1-2654.  She also discussed assessed values of 
buses located in the County and calculated the projected revenues at 
various tax rates.  Mrs. Nee went on to explain the “rolling stock” tax rate 
available through the State Corporation Commission and how these 
taxes are assessed.   

Following some discussion, Mrs. Lyttle suggested that the Board attempt 
to communicate with Mr. Drew regarding this issue before action was 
taken.  Mr. Franklin agreed to contact Mr. Drew and report back to the 
Board at a later date.  No action was taken by the Board at this time. 

C.    Mrs. Melissa D. Rollins, Finance Director, presented the preliminary            
       County Administrator’s Recommended Budget to the Board.  She began  
       by reminding the Board that the consolidated budget is still a work in  
       progress and expressed thanks to the County’s department heads for  
       working so diligently to find areas of savings and efficiency during the  
       challenging budget preparation process.  Mrs. Rollins took a moment to  
       announce to the accessibility of the County’s new website:  
       www.surrycountyva.gov .   
 
       A copy of Mrs. Rollins’ presentation is included as an integral   
       component of the April 22, 2010 minutes.   
      
       Following Mrs. Rollins’ presentation discussion ensued with Supervisor  
       Lyttle stating that she was not pleased to be raising taxes.  Supervisor  
       Harrison suggested that the County continue to investigate cost cutting  
       measures and efficiencies, but that in light of the revenue short-fall a  
       slight raise in taxes may be necessary at this time.  Mrs. Rollins reminded  
       the Board that Surry County has one of the lowest personal property tax  
       rates when compared with other local jurisdictions.   
 
       Board members and staff went on to discuss disposal service rates,  
       guidelines for the use of fund balance reserve, and funding of emergency  
       services.  Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that County staff pursue “Bill  

http://www.surrycountyva.gov/�
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       for Service” medical rescue services and report back to the Board.   
       Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, Blount,  
       Lyttle and Seward voted unanimously in support of the motion.   Mrs.  
       Lyttle expressed concern regarding cuts in the budget which would  
       eliminate the ability to provide salary increases for school system  
       employees.  Chairman Harrison stated that it would be  
       counterproductive to raise taxes for employees who live in the county in  
       order for employees who live out of the county, and don’t have to pay the  
       additional taxes, to receive the benefit. 
        
D.   Ms. Rhonda Mack, Planning and Community Development Director, and  
       Mrs. Frances Bailey, Project Coordinator, presented information to the  
       Board concerning a suggested sale of Real Property.  The Planning  
       Department is requesting permission to hold a public hearing on May 6,  
       2010 to hear citizen comments regarding the sale of property located in  
       the Elberon Heights subdivision at 146 Elberon Heights Road.  The Surry  
       County Board of Supervisors purchased Lot 39A-1-11 located in the  
       Elberon Heights Subdivision, off St. Rt. 666, in May of 2008 for  
       $37,000.00.  The lot is located in the Cobham Magisterial District and  
       consisted of 1.72 acres.  A deed was issued for the lot on June 11, 2008  
       and recorded in the Circuit Court on July 3, 2008.  After the property was  
       acquired a utility lot was subdivided out leaving a +1.68 acre parcel  
       which Ms. Georgia Birchette, an area resident, wishes to purchase.  
 

         A copy of Mrs. Bailey’s presentation is included as an integral  
                     component of the April 22, 2010 minutes. 
 

       Supervisor Blount made a motion that the Board schedule a Public  
       Hearing as recommended by the Planning Department on May 6, 2010.   
       Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, Seward,  
       Blount and Lyttle voted affirmatively to approve the motion. 

 

E.    Mr. Tyrone Franklin stated that he had mixed feelings in regard to the  
       next item on the agenda.  While he is happy for Sheriff Brown and wishes  
       him a pleasant retirement, he is sad that the County is losing a valuable  
       public servant.  Mr. Franklin read Resolution 2010-12 recognizing Sheriff  
       Brown for his accomplishments and 31 years of service to the County  
       and its citizens.  Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve  
       Resolution 2010-12, which was seconded by Supervisor Seward.  The  
       Board voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 
 
       Mr. Franklin also advised the Board of provisions in the Code of Virginia  
       which allow an officer with a state agency who retires after 20 or more  
       years of service to purchase the service handgun issued to him by the  
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       agency from which he retires for a purchase price of $1.00.  Supervisor  
       Seward made a motion that the Board allow Sheriff Brown to purchase  
       his 40 caliber semi-automatic handgun (serial number SP0046161)  
       along with one gun lock and two clips for $1.00.  This motion was  
       seconded by Supervisor Blount  seconded the motion; Supervisors  
       Harrison, Lyttle, Seward and Blount voted in favor of the motion. 
 
       Sheriff Harold D. Brown addressed the Board stating that he would miss  
       the people he had worked with for these many years.  He expressed  
       thanks to his wife, who was present in the audience, for her support  
       throughout his career.  Sheriff Brown also expressed thanks to the Board  
       for the close working relationship he had had with them for many years,  
       and stated that it had been an honor to serve the citizens of Surry County  
       for the past 31 years.  The Sheriff thanked Mr. John Edwards, Assistant  
       County Administrator, and Mr. Bill Hefty, County Attorney, for their help  
       and support during his career also.  Board members and County staff  
       wished Sheriff Brown well and congratulated him on his retirement. 
 
       Mr. Franklin then notified the Board that when a constitutional officer  
       resigns a special election must be scheduled to fill that position.  He  
       introduced Resolution 2010-13 which would  petition the Circuit Court  
       to issue a writ of election to fill the vacancy through a special election  
       scheduled at the same time as the general election, which will be held on  
       November 2, 2010.  Supervisor Blount addressed corrections required in  
       the document; specifically, the names of the Board members.  This being  
       noted, Supervisor Blount made a motion that the Board approve  
       Resolution 2010-13; the motion was seconded by Supervisor Seward.   
       Supervisors Harrison, Lyttle, Blount and Seward voted in favor of the  
       motion to approve Resolution 2010-13. 
 

Supervisor Lyttle commented that the recently held VACo Regional Spring Meeting    
had been successful as area officials were able to share their concerns.  She 
suggested making a request to meet again for the purpose of identifying a few 
specific concerns which would be of interest to the majority of localities and 
discussing actions that could be taken to resolve or express these concerns at the 
state or federal level.         Supervisor Harrison suggested that the Board consider a 
work session to consider which issues would be of greatest concern. 
 
Mr. Franklin called the Board’s attention to an item included in their Board packets 
as a matter of information addressing changes being made within the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business, Supervisor Seward moved that the meeting be 
adjourned; Supervisor Blount seconded the motion.  Supervisors Lyttle, Seward, 
Blount and Harrison voted in favor of the motion 



SITE

146 Elberon Heights Road 
Property Acquisition



Plat of Utility Lot

146 Elberon Heights Rd. SITE



146 Elberon Heights Road

133 Elberon Heights Road

• Acquired by Surry County May 
2008

• Terms $37,000.00

• Pump station utility lot 
subdivided from parcel to facilitate 
wastewater system design.

• Significantly damaged residential 
unit remains on site.

• Area resident displaced due to 
fire and Elberon Heights 
Comprehensive Improvement Grant 
desires to acquire property using 
relocation benefits received from 
grant proceeds in lieu of rental 
payments over multi year period.

• Property will be rehabilitated 
using Indoor Plumbing Housing 
Rehab program funds. 

• Authorization requested to hold 
public hearing at  May 5, 2010 
meeting for sale of real property.

• Acquired by Surry County May 
2008

• Terms $37,000.00

• Pump station utility lot 
subdivided from parcel to facilitate 
wastewater system design.

• Significantly damaged residential 
unit remains on site.

• Area resident displaced due to 
fire and Elberon Heights 
Comprehensive Improvement Grant 
desires to acquire property using 
relocation benefits received from 
grant proceeds in lieu of rental 
payments over multi year period.

• Property will be rehabilitated 
using Indoor Plumbing Housing 
Rehab program funds. 

• Authorization requested to hold 
public hearing at  May 6, 2010 
meeting for sale of real property.
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