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VIRGINIA:  A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD IN 
THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
ON JUNE 2, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.  

 
PRESENT:  SUPERVISOR REGINALD O. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN  

SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, VICE-CHAIRMAN  
SUPERVISOR M. SHERLOCK HOLMES 
SUPERVISOR ERNEST L. BLOUNT  
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE  
 

ALSO  
PRESENT:  MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  

MR. JEFF GORE, HEFTY & WILEY, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
MR. JOHN B. EDWARDS, JR., ASSISTANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  
MRS. MELISSA D. ROLLINS, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
MS. RHONDA R. MACK, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
MRS. DEBORAH NEE, COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE 
SHERIFF ALVIN CLAYTON 
MRS. MARY SHAW, TREASURER 
MRS. VALERIE PIERCE, DIRECTOR, SURRY SOCIAL SERVICES 
MR. STACEY T. WILLIAMS, BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Harrison who then asked for a 

moment of silence. Following the moment of silence, he asked the citizens to stand 

and say the pledge of allegiance. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS  
 

1. Approval of May 5, 2011 Minutes, Board of Supervisors Work Session  
2. Approval of May 5, 2011 Minutes, Board of Supervisors 
3. Approval of May12, 2011 Minutes, Board of Supervisors  
4. Approval of May 19, 2011 Minutes, Board of Supervisors 
5. Approval of June 2011 Accounts Payable:  

 

  Accounts Payable Additional Total 

General Fund $44,467.56 $120,596.93 $165,064.49 

Debt Service $0.00 $586.63 $586.63 

Capital $0.00 $26,463.40 $26,463.40 

Water & Sewer $0.00 $15,665.32 $15,665.32 

Indoor Plumbing $0.00 $25.00 $25.00 

Totals     $44,467.56 $163,337.28 $207,804.84 
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6.    Appropriation Requests: 
 

School System - June 2011 Instruction $1,670,257.00 

 
Admin./Health $55,000.00 

 
Pupil Transp. $255,000.00 

 
Operation/Maint. $178,000.00 

 
Food Serv. $62,000.00 

 
Debt Service $0.00 

 
Capital Projects $0.00 

 
Technology $70,000.00 

 
Total $2,290,257.00 

Dept. of Social Serv. - June 2011   $180,000.00 

 
 

Supervisor Blount made a motion that the Board approve all Consent Items 
as enumerated; Supervisor Seward seconded the motion.  Supervisors 
Harrison, Holmes, Lyttle, Blount and Seward voted affirmatively to approve 
the Consent Items as enumerated. 

 
7.  Budget Amendments: 

A.  Surry County Parks & Recreation has received $16,536 in funding for a 
sponsored trip.  These funds need to be amended to the FY 10-11 budget 
and appropriated for expenditure.  On the expenditure side, $10,000 has 
already been included in the budget. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board amend the FY 10-11 budget 
to reflect trip revenue and appropriate the funds for expenditure.  The 
motion was seconded by Supervisor Seward; all present voted in favor of the 
motion. 
 
B.  Funding in the amount of $26,000 was included in the FY 10-11 budget 
for the acquisition of computers and other equipment.  However,  the County 
chose a lease as opposed to purchase option for the equipment which 
required a monthly lease (debt) payment.  Funds need to be transferred 
from the Computer Services Budget (General Fund) to the Debt Service Fund 
to cover the lease payment.   The lease payment for FY 10-11 is $5,867.00. 
 
Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board authorize the transfer of 
$5,867 from the Computer Services Budget in the General Fund to the Debt 
Service Fund.  Supervisor Holmes seconded the motion; the motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
C.  A keying error resulted in the Dues and Subscription line of the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s budget being adopted as $100 as opposed to 
$1,000.  The County is requesting an appropriation of $900 from the 
Contingency Fund to cover the cost of dues and subscriptions. 
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Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board authorize the transfer of 
$900 from the Contingency Fund to the Commonwealth Attorney’s Budget 
and appropriate the funds for expenditure.  Supervisor Seward seconded the 
motion; Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, Blount, Lyttle and Seward voted in 
favor of the motion. 
 
D.  The County has received reimbursement in the amount of $30,121.04 
from Crater Regional Workforce Investment Group for the workforce 
program operated by the Surry County Office on Youth.  These funds need to 
be amended to the Office on Youth – Workforce Development Budget.  
Additional reimbursements will occur through June 30, 2011. 
 
Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board amend the FY 10-11 Office 
on Youth Workforce Development Budget to reflect the receipt of 
$30,121.04 in federal funding for the Workforce Program and appropriate 
the funds for expenditure and upon the conclusion of the Fiscal Year, amend 
and appropriate additional funds received.  Supervisor Lyttle seconded the 
motion; all present voted affirmatively. 
 

 
 
PROGRESS REPORTS  
 

1. VDOT  
No representative of VDOT was available to present a report to the Board.  
Chairman Harrison requested staff to send correspondence to VDOT 
regarding the condition of Rt. 602.  He stated that three months had passed 
since VDOT representatives had examined the road with County officials and 
nothing had been done to correct the pot holes and drainage issues.  
Chairman Harrison stated that he felt the road was unsafe and that the 
County may have to consider closing the road to through traffic.  
  
 

2. Treasurer 
A.  INVESTMENT LETTER: Chairman Reginald Harrison read the investment 
letter submitted by Mary H. Shaw, Treasurer. He stated that as of May 5, 
2011 the county had $13,293,050.80 in the LGIP Fund. Since that report, 
accrued interest for April 2011 in the amount of $1,895.09 had increased 
that balance to $13,294,945.89.  Chairman Harrison stated that as of May 24, 
2011, $1,000,000.00 was transferred from the LGIP account to the General 
Fund account leaving a balance of $12,294,945.89 in the LGIP account.  As of 
June 2, 2011 the county had $13,294,945.89 in total investments, including 
two CD’s valued at $500,000.00 each. 
 
 

3.  County Administrator 
A.  Ms. Rhonda Mack addressed the Board regarding a utility easement 
requested by Mid-Atlantic Broadband Cooperative which had previously 
been deferred.  She reported that MBC, County representatives and 
representatives from ICON Boardband Technologies, Inc. had met and an 
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agreement had been reached wherein the County would realize a cost 
savings of between $40,000 and $120,000 due to the coordination of 
multiple projects all designed to bring broadband technology to the County.  
Ms. Mack reported that all parties were in agreement; however, she 
requested that the Board defer this item until its July 7th meeting, at which 
time the agreement would be finalized.  After brief discussion, the consensus 
of the Board was that the matter should be deferred. 
  
B.  Mr. Franklin reported that the State of Virginia has mandated that 
localities pick up the tab for the Line of Duty Act funding previously 
administered and paid for by the Virginia Retirement System.  As previously 
discussed, it is in the County’s best interest (both financially and 
administratively) to opt out of the VRS program and elect to self fund with 
the Virginia Association of Counties Risk Pool (VACORP) who will serve as 
our administrator of the LODA Program.  The County is required to submit a 
resolution to VRS and to sign a member agreement with VACORP. 
 
Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board approve Resolution 2011-
11 opting out of the Virginia Retirement System LODA Fund.  Supervisor 
Blount seconded the motion; the Board unanimously approved the motion.  
 
 C.  Mr. Tyrone Franklin introduced Resolution 2011-12 which (1) 
recognizes separate tax classifications for certain Personal Property and 
establishes the tax rates associated with these classifications, (2) exempts 
Personal Property of fire and rescue agencies and personnel, and (3) 
establishes certain exemptions from the Vehicle License Fee.   
 
Following some clarification provided by Mr. Jeff Gore, County Attorney, 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board adopt Resolution 2011-12.  
The motion was seconded by Supervisor Holmes; all present voted 
affirmatively. 
 
D.  Mr. Franklin addressed the Board with regard to the adoption of the FY 
2011-2012 Consolidated Budget.  The proposed operating budget is 
$27,494,711, the proposed Water & Sewer Fund budget is $271,915 and the 
proposed capital budget is $2,595,000 for a total consolidated budget of 
$30,361,626.  Subsequent to the public hearing, adjustments have been 
made, Mr. Franklin reported, to reflect the changes as recommended by the 
Board during budget deliberations.  Specific changes have been outlined on 
page 12 of the budget document.  (A copy of the proposed FY 2011-2012 
Consolidated Budget is included as an integral part of these minutes.) 
 
Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board adopt Resolution 2011-13 
formally adopting the budget for FY 11-12.  Supervisor Holmes seconded the 
motion; Supervisors Harrison, Blount, Lyttle, Seward and Holmes voted 
affirmatively. 
 
Supervisor Holmes made a motion  that the Board adopt Resolution 2011-14 
formally adopting the tax rates to include establishing the percentage of 
relief for PPTA.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Seward; 
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Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, Seward, Blount and Lyttle voted 
affirmatively.   
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board adopt Resolution 2011-15 
establishing policies regarding the transfer and appropriation of funds.  
Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, 
Blount, Lyttle and Seward voted affirmatively.   
 
Mr. Jeff Gore suggested that the language in Resolution 2011-14 be changed 
to better comply with language in the Code of Virginia.  Supervisor Seward 
made a motion that the Board reconsider Resolution 2011-14; his motion 
was seconded by Supervisor Lyttle.  All present voted affirmatively.   
 
Noting the new language regarding the category of passenger busses, 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that Resolution 2011-14 be adopted.  The 
motion was seconded by Supervisor Seward; Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, 
Blount, Lyttle and Seward voted in favor of the motion. 
 
E.  Mr. Franklin asked the Board to consider the Proposed Fee Rate Schedule 
for FY 2011-2012 as follows: 

 
Proposed FY 11-12 Fees 

Building Inspection Services 
 Over 3,000 Sq. Feet 0.08 per sq. foot 

State Levy on all Permits 2.0 % to be shown separately 

Base Fee Permits $30.00 minimum 

Plumbing Permit $30.00 minimum 

Mechanical Permit $30.00 minimum 

  Electrical Permits 
 Temporary Pole Service $30.00  

Change of Service $30.00  

Electrical Insp. on Building  $25.00  

occupied for 30 days or more 
 Upgrade of Electrical Service 
 from 30/60 amps to 100 amps $30.00  

from 100 to 200 amps $35.00  

from 200 to 400 amps $50.00  

from 400 to 800 amps $60.00  

from 800 to 1,000 amps $75.00  

over 1,000 amps $100.00  

  Amusement Devices 
 Permit Fee $30.00  

  Parks & Recreation Services 
 Center Rental Fees 
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County Resident $50.00 per hour 

Non-Resident $75.00 per hour 

Set Up/Clean Up $80.00  

  Water Usage Fees 
 Min. Rate/Month Rate/1,000 gal. 

0-5,000 gal. > 5,000 gal. 

$28.25  $4.40  

 
  
Following brief clarification by Mr. Stacey Williams, Building Official, 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve the FY 11-12 Fee 
Rate Structure as proposed.  Supervisor Blount seconded the motion; the 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
F.  Appointment – Surry County Social Services Board:  The Board agreed to 
table this item. 
 
G.  Appointments – Surry County Industrial Development Authority: The 
Board agreed to table appointments for two positions.  Supervisor Lyttle 
made a motion that Mrs. Gladys Hardy (Bacon’s Castle District) be 
reappointed to the IDA for a term beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 
2015.  Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; all present voted in favor of 
the motion. 
 
Supervisor Blount made a motion that Mr. James Brown (Dendron District) 
be reappointed to the IDA for a term from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 
2015.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Lyttle and was passed by 
unanimous approval. 
 
  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
Supervisor Holmes announced that after serving 28 years on the Board of 
Supervisors, he will not seek re-election later this year.  Chairman Harrison thanked 
Supervisor Holmes for his many years of service to the County and for his 
mentorship; he stated that Mr. Holmes had made a very significant contribution to 
Surry County.  Mr. Franklin informed the Board that today was Mr. Holmes’ birthday 
and everyone wished him a “Happy Birthday”. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle asked for a progress report with regard to the draft Zoning 
Ordinance.  Ms. Rhonda Mack provided the Board with an update stating that the 
Ordinance Steering Committee would be meeting on Tuesday, June 7, 2011 to begin 
their review of the draft.  Once the review process is completed and the document 
has been fine tuned, Ms. Mack reported, the draft would be forwarded to the Board 
of Supervisors for their review.  She further remarked that the document was not a 
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significant departure from the current ordinance although it provided more 
definition and specificity. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee had not had 
an opportunity to meet to further consider a dump site in the Dendron/Bacon’s 
Castle area. 
Chairman Harrison advised the Board that correspondence had been sent to the 
School System requesting enrollment information which would be considered in 
futuristic discussions regarding education and funding.  He suggested that the 
County needed to explore its options to be more efficient in the area of school 
funding. 
 
Supervisor Blount inquired about medical transport service reimbursement and 
was told by staff that information would be presented at a later date. 
 
Supervisor Seward reported on meetings he had attended and the increasing 
mandates regarding the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  He voiced concern, 
stating that the cost of these regulations would be passed on to farmers, businesses 
and consumers.  These unfunded mandates could result in higher taxes in affected 
localities he cautioned.  Supervisor Seward further stated that goals set by state 
legislators and enforced by the federal government are unrealistic.  
 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
  None. 

 
 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
 

Mrs. Helen Eggleston (Dendron District) addressed the Board with information 
which she identified as a news release from Dominion Virginia Power regarding an 
electric power generation plant to be built in Buckingham County.  She suggested 
that if two similar plants were constructed on the proposed Cypress Creek site the 
cost would be lower and they would provide more power generation and revenue 
for the County than the single coal-fired generation plant without the risk to health 
and environment posed by the latter.  

 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
 

There being no further comments from the public, Supervisor Seward made a 
motion that the Board move to Closed Session to discuss a personnel matter 
involving salary or other compensation of a specific employee, Virginia Code § 2.2-
3711(A)(1) and the acquisition of real property for public purposes where 
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discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect our bargaining position, 
Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(3).  Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion. Supervisors 
Harrison, Holmes, Lyttle, Seward and Blount voted in favor of the motion.  
 
Supervisor Seward moved that the Board return to open session and certify by roll 
call that the closed session was concluded and that nothing had been discussed 
except the matter or matters permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act. Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion; all 
members present voted affirmatively. 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
There being no further business to conduct, Supervisor Seward made a motion to 
adjourn.  Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, 
Lyttle, Seward and Blount voted in favor of the motion.  
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