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VIRGINIA:  A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD IN 
THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
ON AUGUST 5, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M.  

 
PRESENT:  SUPERVISOR REGINALD O. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN  

SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, VICE-CHAIRMAN  
SUPERVISOR M. SHERLOCK HOLMES 
SUPERVISOR ERNEST L. BLOUNT  
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE  
 

ALSO  
PRESENT:  MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  

MR. WILLIAM HEFTY, HEFTY & WILEY, COUNTY ATTORNEY  
MR. JOHN B. EDWARDS, ASSISTANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
MS. RHONDA R. MACK, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
MR. STACEY WILLIAMS, BUILDING OFFICIAL  
MRS. BILLIE JEAN ELMER, UNIT DIRECTOR, VPI EXTENSION OFFICE 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Reginald Harrison. Mr. Harrison 
asked for a moment of silence. Following the moment of silence, he asked the 
citizens to stand and say the pledge of allegiance. 

CONSENT ITEMS  
 

1. Approval of July 1, 2010 Minutes 
2. Approval of August, 2010 Accounts Payable  

 
    (Represents the month of June, FY 09-10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Accounts 
Payable Additional Total 

General Fund $111,358.44   $111,358.44 
Debt Service $0.00 

 
$0.00 

Capital $417.58   $417.58 
Water & Sewer $14,645.70 

 
$14,645.70 

Indoor Plumbing $0.00   $0.00 

Totals     $126,421.72   $126,421.72 
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  (Represents the month of July, FY 10-11) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.    Appropriation Requests  
 
 
 
 
 
4.    Budget Amendment – Emergency Services Grant Funds:  The County has 
received FY 2010 ($25,000.00) and FY 2011 ($25,000.00) grant funds from the 
Virginia Department of Emergency Services for emergency preparedness (i.e. 
radiological training, manpower costs, communication and other equipment 
associated with FEMA graded exercises).  These funds need to be amended to the FY 
2011 Emergency Services Budget and appropriated for spending. 
 

  Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve all Consent Items as  
enumerated.  Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, 
Blount, Seward, Holmes and Lyttle voted affirmatively. 

 
  
PROGRESS REPORTS  
 

1. VDOT  
There was no representative from VDOT in attendance.  Supervisor Blount inquired 
as to the status of the resurfacing project on Route 10.  Mr. Tyrone Franklin, County 
Administrator, stated that he had requested Mr. Todd Halacy, VDOT Williamsburg 
Residency, to be present at the Board’s meeting, but had received no response from 
VDOT.   
 
2. Treasurer 

A.    INVESTMENT LETTER: Chairman Reginald Harrison read the 
investment letter submitted by Mary H. Shaw, Treasurer. He stated that as of 
July 1, 2010 the county had $9,275,493.27 in the LGIP Fund. As of June, 
2010, interest had accrued in the amount of $1,986.28 increasing that 
balance to $9,277,479.55.  On July 28, 2010 the county transferred 
$1,500,000.00 from LGIP to the General Fund, leaving a balance of 
$7,777,479.55 in the Local Government Investment Pool.  Chairman 

  
Accounts 
Payable Additional Total 

General Fund $94,928.20 $44,819.38 $139,747.58 
Debt Service $687,994.92 $0.00 $687,994.92 
Capital $0.00 $56,825.42 $56,825.42 
Water & Sewer $333.19 $0.00 $333.19 
Indoor Plumbing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Totals     $783,256.31 $101,644.80 $884,901.11 

School System - Aug. 2010 $1,019,219.00 

Dept. of Social Serv. - Aug. 2010 $150,000.00 
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Harrison stated that as of August 5, 2010, the county had $7,777,479.55 in 
total investments. 
 
Mr. Franklin called the Board’s attention to correspondence from the 
Treasurer requesting authorization to destroy all personal property tax 
receipts with a date of June 2004 or older and all real estate tax receipts 
with a date of June 1988 or older in compliance with the Code of Virginia 
§58.1-3129[A].  The scheduled date for shredding of County documents is 
August 19, 2010.  Supervisor Holmes made a motion that the Board 
authorize staff to proceed with the destruction of documents as described.  
Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the motion.  
 

3.  County Administrator 
A.  Dr. Cynthia Keppel, Scientific and Technical Director of Hampton 
University’s Proton Therapy Institute made a brief presentation to the Board 
regarding the goals and operations of the HU Proton Therapy Institute.  Dr. 
Keppel reported that this facility is only the eighth such facility in the 
country and is the largest such facility in the world.  She also announced that 
the Institute will treat its first patient in two weeks.  Proton Therapy, Dr. 
Keppel explained, is much like radiation therapy.  However, because it 
targets tumors without radiating the surrounding healthy tissue, it results in 
far fewer side effects and does a better job of eliminating the tumor.  All 
major insurance companies support the use of Proton Therapy and, although 
it is usually charged at a higher rate than radiation therapy, because of fewer 
side effects requiring additional treatment, the overall cost is often lower.   
 
Dr. Keppel further discussed avenues for involvement suggesting that 
patients can self-refer and individuals are encouraged to donate funds for 
use in cases where patients may not have insurance coverage.   
 
(While a copy of Dr. Keppel’s electronic presentation was not made 
available to staff, copies of printed materials provided to the Board are 
included as an integral component of these minutes.)  
 
[NOTE: During Dr. Keppel’s presentation the government center 
experienced a power outage as a result of a thunderstorm rendering 
recording and projection devices inoperable and limiting lighting in the 
courtroom for the duration of the meeting.]  
 
B.   Ms. Renee Chapline and Mr. Christian Booty, Virginia’s Gateway Region, 
addressed the Board regarding the Surry County Retail Analysis conducted 
on the County’s behalf to develop a means to market the County to retail 
businesses.  The analysis can be used to attract domestic and international 
retail and industrial development.  The report is both a marketing and 
research piece.  It represents the County in a positive light while addressing 
the potential for economic development.  (A copy of the Surry County Retail 
Analysis Report is included as an integral component of these 
minutes.)  
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Following a brief period of discussion with the Board, Mr. Franklin 
suggested that the study should be endorsed by the Board of Supervisors 
prior to its use as a business marketing tool.  Supervisor Seward made a 
motion that the Board endorse the Surry County Retail Analysis Report; the 
motion was seconded by Supervisor Holmes.  Supervisors Harrison, Blount, 
Lyttle, Seward and Holmes voted affirmatively.   
 
C.  Mr. Glenn R. Slade, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent, appeared 
before the Board requesting that they consider petitioning the governor 
with regard to a drought declaration for Surry County.  Mr. Slade stated that, 
due to a lack of rainfall and extremely high temperatures through the 
months of June and July, Surry County had been experiencing drought 
conditions.  This has resulted in agricultural losses of more than $1.7 million 
to Surry County farmers.  At this time, peanuts, cotton and soybeans are still 
in the reproductive stages and yield losses will have to be determined at a 
later date.  Due to these conditions, Mr. Slade requested that the Board 
appeal to Governor McDonnell to have Surry County declared a drought 
disaster area.  If this declaration were made, he explained, it would allow 
area farmers to be eligible for USDA low interest loans and other disaster 
assistance as approved by the State and Federal government. 
 
Supervisor Holmes made a motion that the Board appeal to Governor 
McDonnell to have Surry County declared a drought disaster area.  The 
motion was seconded by Supervisor Lyttle; the Board unanimously 
approved the motion. 
 
D.  Mr. Franklin called the Board’s attention to the School Board’s request to 
receive lump sum funding rather than categorical funding as is the current 
practice.  Supervisor Lyttle stated that, following Mr. Hamlin’s presentation 
to the Board at their meeting on July 1, 2010, she could support this request.  
Supervisor Blount expressed some concern as to the effect, if any, on the 
County’s fund balance.  Supervisors Holmes and Seward also expressed 
concern about the futuristic effects of such a decision with Mr. Seward 
suggesting that the Board’s Fiscal Affairs Committee should look into the 
matter further.  Supervisor Harrison agreed that making such an abrupt 
policy change may not be prudent and recommended that the Fiscal Affairs 
Committee explore additional options in resolving current funding delays to 
the School Board which originally brought about the request.  The Board 
unanimously agreed to refer the matter to the Fiscal Affairs Committee for 
further consideration. 
 
E.  Resolution 2010-22 was introduced by Mr. Franklin as recognition of a 
County resident who has achieved the age of 90 years.  Mrs. Violet C. 
Savedge celebrated her 90th birthday on June 19, 2010 and resides in the 
Dendron District of the county.   
 
Supervisor Blount made a motion that the Board approve Resolution 2010-
22 recognizing Mrs. Savedge; Supervisor Holmes seconded the motion.  



Page 5 of 7 
 

Supervisors Harrison, Seward, Lyttle, Blount and Holmes voted unanimously 
to approve the resolution. 
 
F.  Mr. Franklin introduced Resolution 2010-23 which is intended to 
establish the required signature authority for the Captain John Smith 
Deckhouse Restoration Project agreement with VDOT.  Supervisor Holmes 
made a motion that the Board approve Resolution 2010-23 as presented.  
Supervisor Blount seconded the motion; Supervisors Harrison, Seward, 
Lyttle, Holmes and Blount voted in favor of the motion. 
 
G.  Mr. Franklin called the Board’s attention to a list of out-of-service vehicles 
along with computers and other technology related equipment that is 
obsolete and/or non-repairable.  County staff is requesting authorization to 
have these items destroyed or disposed of and removed from the County’s 
inventory.  Supervisor Lyttle inquired as to how the enumerated items will 
be disposed of and was informed by staff that vehicles will be auctioned off 
and other equipment would be considered waste once all stored information 
was removed.  Mrs. Lyttle suggested that staff look into the possibility of e-
recycling for the computer equipment recommending an organization, ARC 
in Hampton, Virginia.  Mr. Franklin assured the Board that staff would 
investigate all reasonable options for disposal of such equipment.  
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board declare the items 
enumerated as non-useable surplus and authorize County staff to remove 
them from the County’s inventory.  Supervisor Seward seconded the motion; 
all members of the Board voted affirmatively. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Mr. Franklin reminded the Board of a matter previously discussed regarding a change in the 
tax rate for buses as requested by Mr. A.L. Drew.  Supervisor Holmes suggested that this 
matter should also be referred to the Board’s Fiscal Affairs Committee for further 
investigation.  Being present, Mr. Drew was invited to address the Board with his concern.  
He stated that achieving “rolling stock” designation was not an easy process, although 
certainly attainable.  He suggested that lowering the tax rate for commercial buses would 
benefit both the business owner, by resulting in increased capital for reinvestment and 
business growth,  and the County, which with the “rolling stock” designation would see 
significantly reduced tax revenues.  Following brief discussion, the Board agreed to refer the 
matter to the Fiscal Affairs Committee for further consideration. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle reported that following the closing of the Mantura Road dumpster site and 
weekday closings at the County’s two manned solid waste facilities, citizens in the Bacon’s 
Castle District were experiencing a great deal of frustration with regard to household waste 
disposal.  She encouraged citizens in attendance to stand in support as she reiterated the 
need for a third manned solid waste facility in the Bacon’s Castle area.  Additionally, Mrs. 
Lyttle stated that she would like to report on some cost saving ideas gleaned from the 
recent NACo conference she and Supervisor Blount had attended.  Unfortunately, due to 
limited lighting, Supervisor Lyttle reported that she was unable to read her notes. 
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Some discussion ensued regarding prospective sites for the manned solid waste site in the 
Bacon’s Castle area with Mr. Franklin reporting that there was more than one site which 
may be made available to the County for such a facility. 
 
Mr. Franklin reported on a matter previously considered by the Board regarding the pursuit 
of delinquent taxes by Virginia Auction Company (VAC).  County Attorney, Mr. William 
Hefty, had previously suggested the County issue a Request for Proposals for such services.  
Although no action has been taken by the Board to date, Mr. Franklin informed the Board 
that VAC was involved in pending litigation in Isle of Wight County with regard to fees 
charged by the company.  Mr. Hefty clarified by stating that a citizen had contested the fees 
and won.  Mr. Franklin suggested that it would not be wise for the County to enter into a 
contract with VAC until the matter is fully resolved. 
 
Supervisor Blount encouraged the Board to continue to pursue a solid waste disposal site in 
the Bacon’s Castle area.  He also reported that, with regard to the Williamsburg Area Transit 
Authority, he had had recent opportunity to commute with one of their buses and that very 
few riders were taking advantage of the service offered.  Chairman Harrison responded by 
stating that the service may keep some citizens working as opposed to being unemployed 
and that the matter should be studied further.  Mr. Blount also suggested that the Personnel 
Committee consider postponing any decision on the Public Works Supervisor position and 
further stated that the exit lights in the courtroom were not lit and visible after the power 
outage. 
 
Chairman Harrison inquired as to when the Board would again consider the proposed noise 
ordinance and was informed by Mr. Hefty that a draft would be available for consideration 
at the Board’s next meeting on September 2, 2010. 
 
There was further discussion regarding a solid waste disposal site in the Bacon’s Castle area 
with Supervisor Lyttle questioning the savings resulting from having each of the current 
sites closed two days per week and Supervisor Harrison suggesting that the Buildings & 
Grounds Committee be involved in the site selection process.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

There was no new business. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

Ms. Monet Pierre (Bacons Castle) addressed the Board asking that all waste disposal sites be 
open seven days per week and adding that some extended hours would be of benefit to 
individuals working outside the County who need to dispose of household refuse at later 
times.  Ms. Pierre also suggested that the WAT commuter service may not be utilized fully 
because it was inconvenient for riders.  She thanked Supervisor Lyttle for her persistence in 
making waste collection in her district more convenient. 
 
Mr. Thomas Hardy (Bacons Castle) expressed his concern regarding waste collection, illegal 
dumping, and the danger of citizens burning their trash when the County had been 
experiencing such dry weather conditions.  He also requested that the County consider 
increased opportunities for recycling. 
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Mrs. Bess Richardson (Dendron) spoke on behalf of the Surry County Historical Society 
commending the Board for approval of Resolution 2010-23 so that the Captain John Smith 
Deckhouse Restoration Project could proceed.   
 
Mrs. Betsy Shepard (Surry) presented the Board with a copy of an article describing a study 
by the American Heart Association in which claims are made that proximity to a coal 
burning facility results in increased risk for heart attack.  She also presented a recent press 
release from the EPA addressing concerns related to coal plants. 
 
Mrs. Jane Ellis, family member of Mrs. Violet Savedge, thanked the Board for their approval 
of Resolution 2010-22. 
 
Mr. Douglas Dorsey (Bacons Castle) addressed the Board and encouraged them to continue 
to pursue a third manned solid waste collection site in his district.  He also requested that 
they move forward with the County’s noise ordinance. 
 
Mr. Franklin reminded the Board of the scheduled joint meeting with the Planning 
Commission on Thursday, August 19, 2010 at 7:00pm at the L.P. Jackson Middle School. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

There being no further comments from the public, Mr. William Hefty, County Attorney, 
suggested that the Board move to Closed Session to discuss appointment or promotion 
of particular officers of employees and salary or other compensation of a specific 
employee Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(1).  Supervisor Seward made a motion that the 
Board move to Closed Session .  Supervisor Holmes seconded the motion; Supervisors 
Harrison, Seward, Lyttle, Holmes and Blount voted affirmatively. 
 
 
Vice-Chairman John Seward moved that the Board of Supervisors return to open session 
and certify by roll call that the Closed Session had concluded; nothing was discussed 
except the matter or matters permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act in the motion. Supervisor Lyttle seconded the 
motion; Supervisors Harrison, Holmes, Blount, Seward and Lyttle voted in favor of the 
motion.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board approve a new position of Network 
Administrator and authorize the County Administrator to fill the position.  The motion 
was seconded by Supervisor Lyttle; all members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle called the Board members’ attention to information provided in their 
packet regarding the Wise County Coal Generation Tour. 
 
Chairman Harrison announced that the meeting will be continued on Thursday, August 
19, 2010 at 7:00pm at the L.P. Jackson Middle School. 
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