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Surry County Office on Youth

From the Director

I am thankful to all of the staff, volunteers, and collaborative
partners who have helped the Office on Youth to provide services to
the young people of Surry County. It takes many dedicated people
who unselfishly share their time, energy, and resources to fullfil the

Surry County

o Office onYouth

208 Church Sireet + Surry, (a 2388

county’s vision which aims to enhance the quality of life of our youth

and families by “encouraging economic growth, improving its
citizens’ health, and achieving educational excellence”.

Over the years, I have been blessed to work with youth of different backgrounds who have dem-
onstrated tremendous leadership skills and some who have overcome various obstacles. Seeing
many of them grow to become successful, productive young adults has been one of my greatest
rewards. I am certain that all of Surry’s youth are destined for GREATNESS if they work
hard, keep the faith, and set realistic goals!

As we journey into the new year, I challenge all of my collegues and friends, to get rejuvenated
and recommited in your purpose. In 2012, seek to povide our young people with more:

= Innovative Services that promote positive youth development.

= Opportunities to learn new skills that will prepare them for life.

= Support and encouragement that will help them to achieve success.
Best wishes for a safe, prosperous, and youthful New Year! Sincerely,

Sophenia H. Pierce

Celebrating for a Second Year

On Friday, November 4th, Surry County celebrated its sec-
ond win of the America’s Promise Alliance 100 Best Com-
munities for Youth. The national competition recognizes local communi-
ties for their programs and initiatives aimed at supporting youth and
ending the high school dropout crisis. County officials, Surry Public
School administrators, community members, and students joined to-
gether for our “Pre Game Pep Rally and Halftime
Ceremony” that was held at the high school’s last home football game for the
season.

During the celebration, Mrs. Gwendolyn J. Brown was recognized as a
“hometown hero” who has made a difference in the lives of countless young
people and their families through her personal and professional advocacy
efforts. For her many years of dedicated service as a member of the Youth
| Services Citizen Board, she was presented with a dozen of yellow roses which

were provided in part by Farmer Joe’s Florist. When asked what has been her
source of motivation, Mrs. Brown stated, “my life’s mission is to be a tool of inspiration for serving
my fellowman”.

Special thanks to Jordan LaPier, America’s Promise
Senior Vice-President, who attended our celebration
and helped to present our awards to county officials;
Mrs. Rita Holmes, S.C.H.S. Principal, who helped to
plan the event and supported the school’s cheerlead-
ers, marching cougars, and alumni band; and the
Surry Public School's students who gave out gifts to
our community partners. They all helped to make the event a success!




VDH Mini Grant & White Ribbon Campaign

Earlier this year, the Office on Youth, and its Proud Fathers’ Group, were fortunate to
receive a $1,500 mini-grant from the Virginia Department of Health’s (VDH) for the
“Engaging Men and Boys in the Prevention of Sexual, Domestic, and Teen Dating Violence
Initiative”. Mr. Robert Franklin, VDH Community Outreach Coordinator, stated, “the
funding opportunity was highly competive with 19 organizations applying.

To date, our activities have included:

¢ A White Ribbon Campaign which was the Kick Off Event held in collaboration with the
Surry Parks and Recreation’s 4th of July Celebration. Participants were provided with the purpose of the event,
there was a 3-on-3 basketball competition, and prizes were given.
¢ A Collection of $100 from males who pledged to make other boys and men g
aware of the campaigns efforts and a donation was provided to The James &
House which is a domestic violence
program, in Hopewell, VA.
¢ Sponsorship of three curriculum
based “Domesitic Violence and
Healthy Relationship” sessions in
partnership with the POWER program,
The Center, and Surry Village
Apartments.
¢ Attendants and/or supporters from: the Surry County Sheriff’s
Department, residents of Surry Village Apartments, members of First Baptist Church-Claremont, Rose of
Sharon Church-Waverly, Hope Chapel Deliverance Center-Surry, Saint Paul Holiness Church-Dendron,
Ferguson Grove Outreach-Smithfield, and Mt. Nebo Baptist Church from Bacons Castle.

For more program information or to request a presentation for your church, school, or organization, please
contact LaJeune Stone or Spencer Logan, Program Coordinators. Presentations may be adapted based upon the age
group of the audience.

Youth Services’ Partners

The Office on Youth is excited to announce the establishment of a partnership with “Upside to Youth|
IDevelopmen‘r". The agency's website states that they are "working with clients and their families to |
I reduce or eliminate risk factors and to establish a stable, healthy home environment”.

I
I Upside to Youth Development, LLC is a behavioral health organization that provides quality counseling ]
| for youth and their families. Licensed by the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services, our clinicians are fully qualified to conduct a comprehensive assessment of a child or !
Iadolescen'r. All clients are Medicaid participants. I
IPar‘enTs and youth services' providers, this agency is here for you, so % |
@
contact them at: d |
: 320 E. Broad Side |
. Broadway Avenue
| toYouth |
| Hopewell, VA 23860 Devdopment LI C
I Phone: 804-541-7894 mmda‘ummw I
Fax: 804-541-7895 Www.upsidetoyouth.com [
|
h L} L} _— _— — L} L} _— — — —_— L} _— — L} —_— L _— — L} L} L _— — L} L} _— l
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Youth and Adults Share in “Civic Engagement”

— The Office on Youth sponsored a “Shared Civic Engagement Retreat™ at
-~ ' | A Eastover Retreat Center on Saturday, July 30, 2011. Key

leaders and youth were engaged in two way
communication and collaborative efforts to address
concerns that impact the community.

The event kicked off with table top presentations by
members of various county agencies and boards. Youth
were allowed to interact with representatives to get a
deeper understanding of their duties and responsibilities as county leaders. The
opening session was facilitated by Mrs. LaJeune Stone. An adult breakout session was lead by Board of
Supervisor member, the Honorable Judy Lyttle and Surry Public School’s Superintendent, Dr. Serbrenia Sims.

==]|Y outh breakout sessions were lead by Britney Johnson and Trenton Howell, recent
- Surry High School graduates and Ivana Marshall, past Youth Council president.

» d : There were 25 youth and 28 adults present who
. ‘ W
- ' ~ L'

represented almost 20 county boards and agencies.
- s

The event concluded with a powerful luncheon and a
lively panel discussion moderated by Mr. Spencer Logan,
M[Program Coordinator. Jessica Randolph, Youth Services
Citizen Board - youth member, said, “I learned a lot about||f
the county and enjoyed being able to voice my opinion”. Mrs. Lyttle, said she learned
that our youth are ready to get invovled with the community. Shakena Green, Youth
Council member, said “it was great”. Also, the Honorable Ernest Blount, Board of
Supervisor member, was an ethusiastic participate at the event.

This step was pivital as the Office on Youth, Youth Services Citizen Board, and Youth Council embarks on
increasing the number of youth who participant on county, decision-making boards and committes in 2012.

Back to School Drive

A small donation makes a big difference everyday! Our 2011 Back to School
Drive was held for six weeks. Eight Youth Council members and P.O.W.E.R.
Program participants volunteered to help the Office on Youth with shopping,
sorting, and packing supplies that were donated or purchased with monetary
support provided by individuals, churches, and organizations of the county.

A total of $200.00 was donated to the drive and five
boxes of supplies were collected. The volunteers
packed 225 supply bags. Two totes of supplies that
included a case of three inch binders that were greatly needed by students, were
donated to L. P. Jackson Middle School and Surry County High School.

The Youth Council and Office on Youth thanks all of our faithful donors who
included several anonymous individuals; our generous business partner- the
Colonial FarmHouse, our kindhearted friends from Rocky Hock United
Methodist Church, and Moore’s Swamp Baptist Church.
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POWER Progam UEdate

Twenty eight Surry County youth had job training and work experience opportunities with the Office on Youth’s
P.O.W.E.R. Program this past summer. Now, the program is searching for new participants to help with
achieving their educational, work, and personal career goals. We are excited to be expanding our services to the
following Crater Region localities to include Surry, Sussex, Prince George, and Hopewell.

P.O.W.E.R., which stands for Promoting Outstanding Work Ethics and
Responsibility, is a program funded by the Crater Regional Workforce

WO R K 2 Investment Board through a federal grant provided by the Workforce
07 Ce Investment Act. The program is most known as a summer work experience;

however, it is a year around program which provides ten key elements to youth

CRATER REGIONAL

in low income families. These elements include: leadership development,
mentoring services, career counseling and guidance, support services, alternatives to secondary school, and several
other components.

Since 2010, several of the 18 to 21 year old, out of school participants have been successful
with gaining unsubsidized employment in the private sector at a variety of the
Williamsburg businesses to include; Kmart, Targets, and Greatwolf Lodge. Mrs. Linda
Gholston, POWER Youth Counselor says, “her biggest reward [in her job]| has been seeing
youth succeed because they changed their habits and attitudes to better themselves”.

Nolie, Out of School Participant, gains

Through public and private partnerships, the Office on Youth believes that this program
will continue to be an investment in future generations by preparing youth to he READY
By 21 for college, work, and life. Another enrollment will begin January 15, 2012 for youth and young adults, 16 to
21 years old, who are either in school or may not be currently enrolled in a high school, vocational training
program, or college at this time. Interested individuals may contact the Surry County Office on Youth for more

valuable work experience in food service.

information. Certain eligiblity docmentation is required and referrals are accepted.

[ ]
Upcoming Events 2012

¢ Proud Fathers’ Meetings—January 4th, February 1st, & March 7th

¢ Youth Services Citizen’s Board, January 9th, February 13th, & March 12th

¢ Youth Council Meeting, College, & Financial Aid Session—January 14th

¢ Teach Me To Fish “Work Readiness Session” begins - January 17th

From the Surry County 0 M.A..D. Parenting Session Night - January 24th
¢ Precious Jewels - February 7th
Youth Services Citizen Board 0 G.U.LD.E. Mentoring Club -February 14th
¢ Youth Worker’s/Volunteer Support Training - February 15th
¢ Father-Daughter Ball- March 9th
For our detailed calendars and to learn of program specific information,
please visit us at:
http://www.surrycountyva.gov/departments/view/office-on-youth
Office On Youth Staff:
Sophenia H. Pierce Director shpierce@surrycountyva.gov

L to R, Jesse Byrd, Anthony Washington, Sr., Ray Benita Veiga CSA Coordinator/Secretary ~ beveiga@surrycountyva.gov
Rowland, Gwendolyn J. Brown, George Fauntleroy, .
and Angela Eley. Not Pictured, Lucy Butler, Jessica LaJeune Stone Program Coordinator ldstone@surrycountyva.gov
Randolph, and William Watkins. Linda Gholston Youth Counselor Igholston@surrycountyva.gov
Please join us for our meetings held on the Spencer Logan Program Coordinator slogan@surrycountyva.gov
second Monday of each month at 6:30 PM.
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