
Surry County Electoral Board
June Dual Primary Canvas Minutes

June 24, 2020

The Surry County electoral board met on June 24, 2020 for the sole purpose of certifying the 
vote of the June 23, 2020 Dual Primary.  The meeting was opened at 10:04 a.m. by Howell 
Godfrey, Chairman, with other electoral board members present:  Lynita Mason, Vice Chairman
and Judith Giorgio, Secretary.  Also present were Sharna White, General Registrar and Claire 
Steen, Deputy General Registrar.  The results are below.

BACON’S CASTLE DISTRICT
Envelope #2 was opened.  Only one SOR was completed for each primary and they were not 
filled in correctly.  There were no results tapes on the SORs.  Only one zero and one results tape
was found loose in the envelope.  The General Registrar (GR) will contact the officers of election
(OOE) for Bacon’s Castle to come into the office to complete the SORs.  The Oath was filled out 
correctly.  The Ballot Record Report was not filled out correctly.  Pollbook was signed by all the 
OOEs.  The same legal pad was used to write the names of both Republican and Democrat 
voters with no number beside their names.  Envelope #2A was opened.  All other zero and 
results tapes were attached to the Printed Return Sheet.  The Printed Return Sheet was correct.
The extra tapes were removed from #2A and placed with Envelope #2 for OOE to use to 
complete the SORs.

Bacon’s Castle Democrat Results:
In Person 132 A. Donald McEachin  153
Absentee   23 R. Cazel Levine   12
Outside Poll   10

Bacon’s Castle Republican Results:
In Person  46  Daniel M. Gade  32
Absentee   3 Thomas A. Speciale II  7
Outside Poll   0 Alissa A. Baldwin 10

DENDRON DISTRICT 301
Envelope #2 was opened.  The Oath was filled out correctly.  SORs were correct and in order.  
No Ballot Record Report.  Pollbook was signed by all the OOEs.  Need additional signatures on 
Envelope #3 label.  There was no Provisional Envelope Form filled out.  The thumb drive from 
the EV machine was not removed from the machine and placed into correct envelope.  An 
Incident Report was completed which contained information regarding:  a ballot from the 
previous town election in May was found in a folder; explanations of all spoiled ballots; stated 
spoiled AB ballots were stapled to Ballot Record Report.   The ballot was removed and filed with
the May town election minutes.



Dendron Democrat Results:
In Person 61 A. Donald McEachin  64
Absentee    8 R. Cazel Levine    5
Outside Poll    0

Dendron Republican Results:
In Person  53 Daniel M. Gade  50
Absentee    3 Thomas A. Speciale II     5
Outside Poll    1 Alissa A. Baldwin    2

SURRY DISTRICT
Envelope #2 was opened.  The Oath was filled out correctly.  SORs were correct and in order.  
No Ballot Record Report.  Pollbook was signed by all the OOEs.  Envelope #2A was opened.  The 
Printed Return Sheet was filled out correctly.  Need additional OOE signatures on Envelope #3 
label.  There was no Provisional Envelope Form filled out.

Surry Democrat Results:
In Person 61 A. Donald McEachin  72
Absentee 20 R. Cazel Levine    9
Outside Poll       4

Surry Republican Results:
In Person  91 Daniel M. Gade  86
Absentee  14 Thomas A. Speciale II     7
Outside Poll       0 Alissa A. Baldwin  12

WALLSBRIDGE DISTRICT 302
Wallsbridge OOE never called GR with election results prior to sealing Envelope #2.  GR opened 
Envelope #2 to obtain results to place into the VERIS system on election night.  The EB received 
Envelope #2.  The Oath needs to have the Chief signature in the correct space.  No SORs were 
completed.  No zero tapes in Envelope #2.  Ballot Record Report filled in correctly.  Pollbook 
was signed by all the OOEs.  Envelope #2A was opened.  Found zero and results tapes.  Printed 
Return Sheet was filled in correctly.  EB stapled one copy of the results tape to Printed Return 
Sheet and placed the remaining tapes in Envelope #2 for the OOE to use to complete SORs.  A 
provisional vote had been cast.  The EB went into a closed session at 12:01 p.m. to decern if it 
was a valid ballot.  The EB reconvened at 12:12 p.m.  All EB members were present.  The 
provisional ballot was found to have been completed by a non-registered voter and by 
unanimous vote by the EB the ballot was not counted.   There was an incident of the first three 
ballots cast incorrectly.  The voters had stated they wanted to vote in the Democrat Primary, 
however, they accidently received Republican ballots.  The voters completed the ballots and 
cast them before they realized the error.  The pollbook count doesn’t match the count sheets.  
The GR will contact the OOE to come to the office to make the necessary corrections and 
complete the SORs.  NOTE:  The AC stopped working 3-4 hours before the close of the polls.



Wallsbridge Democrat Results:
In Person  63 A. Donald McEachin  70
Absentee     7 R. Cazel Levine    1
Outside Poll    1

Wallsbridge Republican Results:
In Person 29 Daniel M. Gade  22
Absentee     0 Thomas A. Speciale II     5
Outside Poll      0 Alissa A. Baldwin      2

CLAREMONT DISTRICT
Envelope #2 was opened.  The Oath was filled out correctly.  SORs were correct and in order.  
No Ballot Record Report.  Pollbook was signed by all the OOEs.  Did not indicate “AB” votes on 
the count sheet.  Envelope #2A was opened.  Printed Return Sheet was filled in correctly.

Claremont Democrat Results:
In Person  70 A. Donald McEachin  69
Absentee     7 R. Cazel Levine    9
Outside Poll       1

Claremont Republican Results:
In Person  58 Daniel M. Gade 40
Absentee    0 Thomas A. Speciale II 12
Outside Poll    0 Alissa A. Baldwin   6

SPRING GROVE DISTRICT
Envelope #2 was opened.  The Oath was filled out correctly.  Republican SORs were correct and 
in order.  No Ballot Record Report.  Democrat SORs needed to be revised.  A voided ballot had 
been found to be voided incorrectly.  The ballot was removed from Envelope #4 and hand-
counted by the EB.  Ballot was an overvote and was not read by the voting machine.  Pollbook 
was signed by all the OOEs.  Envelope #2A was opened.  Printed Return Sheet was filled in 
correctly.

Spring Grove Democrat Results:
In Person  55 A. Donald McEachin  57
Absentee     4 R. Cazel Levine    2
Outside Poll     0

Spring Grove Republican Results:
In Person  11 Daniel M. Gade    7
Absentee    2 Thomas A. Speciale II     2
Outside Poll     0 Alissa A. Baldwin    4



CARSLEY DISTRICT
Envelope #2 was opened.  The Oath was filled out correctly.  SORs were correct.  No Ballot 
Record Report.  Pollbook was signed by all the OOEs.  There were not enough zero or results 
tapes printed.  Photocopies were created and used where necessary.  Printed Return Sheet was
found in Envelope #2.  It was filled out correctly but required additional signatures from OOE.  
Envelope #3 required more OOE signatures.  No Provisional Envelope Form was found.  
Addendum:  After speaking with the Assist Chief, it was stated the Ballot Record Report had 
been completed and placed in Envelope #3.

Carsley Democrat Results:
In Person  120 A. Donald McEachin  136
Absentee    19 R. Cazel Levine      7
Outside Poll          4

Carsley Republican Results:
In Person  49 Daniel M. Gade  36
Absentee     5 Thomas A. Speciale II  11
Outside Poll        0 Alissa A. Baldwin    7

The electoral board suspended the meeting at 1:09 p.m. with the plan to reconvene on June 26,
2020 at 9:00 a.m. to review the corrected paperwork from the various precincts and complete 
the Abstracts.

June 26, 2020 – Reconvening of the June 23, 2020 Canvas

At 9:08, Howell Godfrey called the meeting to order.  Howell Godfrey, Lynita Mason, Judith 
Giorgio, and Claire Steen were present.

Envelope #2 from Bacon’s Castle was opened.  SORs were filled out correctly.  Democrat AB 

voters not marked on count sheet.

Envelope #2 from Wallsbridge was opened.  An incident report indicating the reconciliation of 

the pollbook and voter count sheet.  The Oath form still needs the Chief signature in the correct

area.  SORs need to be signed by one more OOE.

Some other topics discussed briefly during the canvas included:

Remarking the envelopes correctly as some of them are outdated and have changed.

Making sure there are alphabetical tabs in each pollbook to make it easier to locate names.



Need to revise the Ballot Record Report to include absentee ballots.

Encourage the use of the yellow legal pad tablet to record voters names with a corresponding 
number.  This helps during the canvas to resolve any questions.

Encourage OOE to complete Incident Reports for anything, including provisional voting, people 
voting in person after requesting an absentee ballot, spoiled ballots, unusually occurrences, etc.

Ask Mayor of Claremont if the old firehouse parking lot is able to be used by voters on an 
election day.

May look into getting better seals for the envelopes as the current ones can be removed 
without tearing.

There was discussion regarding possibly moving the Wallsbridge precinct to another location.  
Cypress Baptist Church was suggested.  There was also discussion that perhaps we could 
remerge Wallsbridge precinct with Dendron.  Spring Grove could be remerged with Claremont.  
Judy Giorgio will reach out to Michael Drewry to see how he thinks we should proceed.

Abstracts were completed and signed.

Next meeting was scheduled for July 23, 2020 to review the Security Plan and perform the GRs 
yearly evaluation.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m.

ADDENDUM:

The GR found two errors when she was completing the voter credit for Wallsbridge.  An AB was 
not counted because of a clerical error (the wrong name was marked in the book which 
incorrectly voided a valid AB).  The AB was retrieved, and hand counted by the EB and a new 
abstract was created.  It was also found that a ballot had been issued to someone at the poll 
and that person did not scan it through the machine or return it to the OOE resulting in one 
more person coming into vote than person who voted on the machine.  It was surmised the 
voter took his/her ballot home and did not cast it.



Certification of Closed Meeting

WHEREAS, the Surry County Electoral Board has convened a closed meeting on June 24, 2020, pursuant 

to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Freedom of Information 

Act: and WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Electoral 

Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED that the Surry County Electoral Board hereby certifies that to the best of each member's 

knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 

Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification applies, and (ii) only such 

public matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting; were heard, discussed or 

considered.

VOTE:

AYES: None

NAYS:  Howell Godfrey, Lynita Mason, Judith Giorgio




