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VIRGINIA: A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS HELD REMOTELY ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020 
AT 7:00 P.M. USING THE ‘GOTOMEETING’ PLATFORM: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/447043917 

 
 
PRESENT: SUPERVISOR ROBERT ELLIOTT, JR. 

SUPERVISOR MICHAEL DREWRY 
  SUPERVISOR JUDY LYTTLE 
  SUPERVISOR WILLIAM (TIM) CALHOUN 
 
ABSENT:  SUPERVISOR KENNETH HOLMES 
 
ALSO 
PRESENT: MS. MELISSA D. ROLLINS, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
  MR. BILL HEFTY, COUNTY ATTORNEY 

MS. DANIELLE POWELL, COUNTY ATTORNEY  
MR. DELON BROWN, NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 

  MR. DAVID HARRISON, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
MR. RAY PHELPS, EMERGENCY SERVICES  
MS. LINDA GHOLSTON, WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
MS. LAJEUNE STONE, YOUTH AND FAMILY RESOURCES 
MS. SHARNA WHITE, REGISTRAR 
MS. CLAIRE STEEN, DEPUTY REGISTRAR 
MS. VALERIE PIERCE, SOCIAL SERVICES 

  MS. LAUREN CHAPMAN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
   
 

CALL TO ORDER / INVOCATION / MOMENT OF SILENCE / PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE/ AGENDA ADOPTION 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Elliott at 7:00 P.M. Chairman Elliott 
then led those present to in a moment of silence.  Reverend Douggie Charity led those 
present in the invocation this evening.  Following the invocation, Chairperson Elliott 
asked Supervisor Calhoun to lead those present in the pledge of allegiance. The working 
agenda was adopted by roll call vote.  

 
 
SUPERVISOR ROBERT ELLIOTT, JR.   AYE 

  SUPERVISOR MICHAEL DREWRY    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE    AYE 

  SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES   ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WILLIAM CALHOUN   AYE 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

1. IFB: Invitation to Bid; Gray’s Creek Trail  
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion to approve the Invitation to Bid the Gray’s Creek 
Trail as presented. Supervisor Drewry seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. (Approved)   
 
 

SUPERVISOR ROBERT ELLIOTT, JR.    AYE 
SUPERVISOR MICHAEL DREWRY     AYE 
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE     AYE 
SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WILLIAM CALHOUN    AYE 

 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Removal or Relocation of the Confederate Monument outside the Circuit 
Courthouse 

 
Supervisor Drewry a motion that the Board approves the removal and relocation of 
the Confederate Monument located outside the Circuit Courthouse.  Supervisor Drewry 
stated “I move that the confederate monument in front of the Circuit Court be removed 
in accordance with the state law, allowing museums,  historical societies, governments 
or military battlefields to make an offer to the County within 30 days for relocation of 
the monument with the Board of Supervisors having sole authority to determine the 
final disposition of the monument”.  Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion to approve 
the removal or relocation of the Confederate Monument located outside of the Circuit 
Courthouse.  The motion was approved by majority during roll call vote. (Approved)   
 

SUPERVISOR ROBERT ELLIOTT, JR.    AYE 
SUPERVISOR MICHAEL DREWRY     AYE 
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE     AYE 
SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WILLIAM CALHOUN    AYE 

 
 
(Public Hearing Comments are included in an attachment as an integral 
component of these minutes.)  
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BOARD COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 
 
Ms. Melissa Rollins, County Administrator thanked staff for their efforts in preparing 
for the virtual public hearing.  
 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  

 
There being no further business before the Board, Supervisor Elliott entertained a 
motion to adjourn.  Supervisor Calhoun made a motion that the Board adjourns their 
meeting until Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Lyttle and approved by roll call.   
 

 
SUPERVISOR ROBERT ELLIOTT, JR.    AYE 
SUPERVISOR MICHAEL DREWRY     AYE 
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE     AYE 
SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WILLIAM CALHOUN    AYE 

 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 P.M. 
 
 



BOS Meeting 8-13-2020: Public Comments & Requests to Speak Received 

Digital Public Comment - August 13th 2020 

 

 
Richard Dore <dorematt5@icloud.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:47 PM 
To: Comments 

The monument is a memorial to all the men and boys from Surry county who went off to war and 
never returned home ! They are buried on some battlefield somewhere in an unmarked grave that 
is what is for not for anything else .it is a cavalry monument . Surry had 2 companies 
Of cavalry in the 13 th va cavalry regiment I had ancestors in that regiment! Please don’t take it 
down 
 
 Please leave it alone  
 

 

 

Surry monument 

SJ 
Scott Jones <skynyrd1334@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:36 PM 
 Comments 
Are we really about tyranny  are would we do the right thing to protect our monuments protect 
the people who protected us hopefully you know the real reason the civil war was about to 
start with then you shall find your answer 
 

 

My family's history 13th va cavalry monument in surry 

ZP 
Zip Perry <zipperry1@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:31 PM 
 Comments 
This monument has done nothing to harm a soul unlike the people who look to destroy 
it. Please be the wise ones we all know you can be. Do not fold to the few because these 
men of the 13th who always stood out numbered gave their lives to try and spare our 
familys from having to face an invading force hell bent on destroying everything in its 
path. These men died a 100 plus years ago how in gods name can they be the cause of 
todays youth's short comings. 

 

 
From: Steve Stephenson <alleghenylivestock@juno.com> 
To: comments@surrycountava.gov 
Cc: baaandy@htcnet.org 



Sent: Thu, 13 Aug 2020 17:13:28 -0400 (EDT) 
Subject: Virginia Confederate Monuments 
 
As a SCV life member, US Navy veteran and a Virginia native,  I disapprove of the 
removal of any Confederate monument anywhere in the state of Virginia or anywhere 
else for that matter. 
  
  
STEVE STEPHENSON, 
Broker-Stephenson Land Brokerage 
Manager-Allegheny Land & Livestock 
Arizona #BR563302000 
Virginia #0225209547 
Cell: 540-280-0100 
www.StephensonLandBrokerage.com  
 
Thank a Veteran for Your Freedom 
"Kick the Tires & Light the Fires"- Fly Navy     

 

 

 
Larry Bandy <baaandy@htcnet.org> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:27 PM 
 Larry Bandy <baaandy@htcnet.org> 
 
As a member of the SCV I urge y'all not to dishonor the soldiers (yes, including the black 
soldiers) who fought to defend your county from the Union invaders of Virginia. 
Larry M. Bandy     Hightown, Virginia   

 

 

 

Save the monument.  

CH 
Chris Hutson <hemi911rt@yahoo.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:26 PM 
To: Comments 
Save the 13th monument. When you delete history, good or bad you are destined to 
repeat it.  
 
Chris Hutson  
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

http://www.stephensonlandbrokerage.com/


 

 

 
 
Kevin Cowan <kcstang.kc@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:26 PM 

I feel like you should check your history books not the computer but the 

books itself that tells the truth about the Confederate War then you would 

know it wasn't about slavery it was about taxing the South 
 
 
 
Phil Sumrell <philsumrell173@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 6:10 PM 
To: Comments 
The Monument needs to remain 

 

_______________________________________________________

_____________________ 
Good evening Mr Chairman and Members of the Board.  
 
My name is Albert Burckard. I’m from Isle of Wight County. 
 
I thank you for allowing one of your “next door neighbors” to address you on this 
important subject. 
 
To establish by credibility with you, I’m the person who donated some cannonballs to 
you a few years ago to complete the stacks out front. I have a love and devotion to Surry 
County history as I do my own county, Isle of Wight. 
 
We in Isle of Wight County are, of course, facing the same dilemma as yourselves. 
 
What is to be the future of YOUR Confederate memorial honoring the sacrifices of past 
members of your community who died in a cause they themselves believed to be right? 
 
And you know, as well as I, that there were also some Black Confederate soldiers among 
them.   
 
I just want you to know that, despite my living in your next door county,  I’m very 
familiar with your history. 
 
These memorials, statues and names on buildings, etc. honor the sacrifice of members 
of YOUR community in defense of their values as they, as a community, YOUR 
community, perceived them to be at the time. 



 
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, whether you agree with it or not, this is Your own past and it 
must not be erased for some temporal or transitory reasons. 
 
Is it right to dishonor their memory by removing their names and memorials? I think 
not. 
 
The rally here on  June     in front at your historic courthouse was not just a “protest” but 
it was a call for the elimination and destruction of YOUR history. They said so, loudly 
and often. I was there. 
 
Some member of your community were there too, representing many you and I think 
did an excellent job of calming the mob, as I call it. Although some disagreed with the 
intent of this mob, at least they brave enough to face it to protect YOUR history. 
 
I heartily commend your citizens for doing this. 
 
But the fact remains that this “mob” as I call them, many from out of this area – as I’m 
sure you know - called for the immediate destruction of your county’s historic 
monument. 
 
I think you were wise in having a visible law enforcement presence there to forestall any 
disturbance. If you had NOT taken this precaution, 
I’m convinced the outcome of this protest may have turned out similar to the violence 
has occurred elsewhere, as in Portsmouth. These protesters used the same words, had 
same passion and the same intent. I saw and heard them. I was there. 
 
I commend you for your decision to protect your historic monument.  
 
So my message to you, my earnest plea to each of you, is make sure YOU yourself, each 
of you, are convinced of the rightness of whatever course of action you choose. Do you 
really want to erase your history? 
 
This is your own community and your own individual decision as Board  members. 
Search your own conscience and be fair not only to your own selves but to future 
generations who may wonder why you may choose to erase SOME part of your history 
but not other parts. 
 
Do not give in to the unthinking and perhaps passionate “mob” of the moment. Mobs do 
not love, they only hate.  
 
The many name changes to honor recent notable heroes and others may NOT be so 
popular in days to come. If you remove some of your history, you set a VERY dangerous 
precedent to have other history also erased. 
 
The whims of the moment are not necessarily the path to future peace among all current 
and future citizens of Surry County. 



 
Mr. Chairman, respected members of the Board, I thank you for listening to me. 
 
Albert Burckard 
12303 Titus Point Lane 
Carrollton, Va. 23314 
757-613-6183  

 

 

HG 
Howell Godfrey <howellgodfrey43@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 5:14 PM 
First name: Howell 
Last name: Godfrey  
District: Claremont  
Summary: The confederacy was traitorous towards the U. S. and should not be 
immortalized in front of the county courthouse.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
H. P. Godfrey Jr. 
(757)945-6285 
howellgodfrey43@gmail.com 
www.linkedin.com/in/howellgodfrey 

 

 

Confederate Memorial Relocation 

WB 
Wyley Bryant <duo_glide63@hotmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 4:49 PM 
 
 To whom it may concern,  
        I am not a resident of Surry, I live in Southampton. I am a student of history and 
hold our ancestors in very high esteem. If our history is to be measured with the 21st 
century "yardstick" of political correctness, most of it will cease to exist. History cannot 
be changed, nor should the attempt be made to do so. Please leave your monument as it 
is, where it 
is.                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                 
Thank you, 
Wyley D. Bryant 

 

tel:7579456285
mailto:howellgodfrey43@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/howellgodfrey


 

 

 

 

 

Online Form Submittal: Public Hearing RSVP 

N 
noreply@civicplus.com 
Thu 8/13/2020 4:51 PM 

Public Hearing RSVP 
 

  

Surry County Virtual Public Hearing RSVP 
Please complete the form below to RSVP for pubic comment during the 
Public Hearing scheduled for Thursday, August 13, 2020.  

First Name Gammiel  

Last Name Poindexter 

District Blackwater 
 

 

  

   

 

TB 
Trevor Benson <trevorofvirginia@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 5:02 PM 
 
Hello, 
 
This a request for to speak during the public comments on GoToMeeting tonight during 
the Board of Supervisors meeting: 
 
Name: Trevor Benson 
 
District: Surry 
 
Topic: Confederate Monument Hearing  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Trevor Benson 



 
Cell: 757-692-2292 

 

 

 

Surry Memorial Monument 

MA 
Mike Armistead <armistead13@yahoo.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 5:07 PM 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
I visit the Surry Confederate Memorial many times every year and have done so with ma
ny friends each year. In fact I am the one who places the wreath at Christmas time in re
membrance of these men. 
 
Do you know Surry has a very unique Memorial to it's County's dead soldiers. 
 
A memorial that took years of dedicated fund raising by wives, mothers, sisters to be fini
shed in remembrance of  the dead soldiers of Surry who never made it home to be burie
d nearby for the families to grieve and have a sense of closure. 
 
Brothers, Sons, Fathers and Husbands left unburied in the haste of the changing ebb an
d flow of battle. 
Perhaps maybe dragged into a quickly dug mass burial ditch. Or those who died of expos
ure, disease or starvation in a prisoner of war camp such as Point Lookout and dumped i
nto a large pit with thousands who died at such places. 
 
Why is Surry's special ? Many Memorials have a Confederate Infantryman on the top bu
t Surry is the only one of the many I have visited with a Cavalryman. 
Why ? Because most of the men who enlisted in Surry were members of the 13th Virgini
a Cavalry. The others were in the Surry Light Artillery. hence the carved cannons carved 
in the front. 
 
Our Surry Memorial was erected at the Courthouse like many others NOT for intimidati
on which is a newly made up narrative by those who wish to eventually remove all Ameri
can historical monuments, rather this was the place where the men actually came to enli
st and their families bid them farewell. Many for the last time.  A place where news of th
e war came to the County and the families gathered to learn of the fate of loved ones. 
Is this same area by a Courthouse at Surry and Counties all across the States not also not
 used for other war memorials ? Of course they are. 
 
 The unstudied also now have come up with another claim that they were placed "during
 Jim Crow" to establish racism. Also a false doctrine.   ( the North was placing their own 
memorials at the very same time)They were placed as a mass tombstone of sorts for all t

tel:757-692-2292


he unreturned to be remembered and give that sense of closure for the County then and 
now. 
 
  The South had lost over 300 thousand men in a four year war and its infrastructure wa
s also devastated... besides grieving it was frankly broke. 
 Ladies memorial groups formed to erect memorials and it took years as they struggled p
iece by piece year after year. 
 Wives and Mothers passed away and daughters took up the task to finish and persisted i
n hard times when money was tight. 
But they succeeded and we should all be very proud of their accomplishment to honor a
nd remember Surry's dead in such a beautiful way. 
 
Please have the dignity and fortitude to not disavow or disrespect the dead of Surry Cou
nty. Take a honorable stand and stand with the dead of Surry not the disrespect pushed 
by fringe groups to destroy American History. 
 
Thank you, 
Sincerely. 
Mike Armistead 

 

 

 

 

Online Form Submittal: Public Hearing RSVP 

N 
noreply@civicplus.com 
Thu 8/13/2020 4:20 PM 
To: Lauren Chapman; Delon Brown 

Public Hearing RSVP 
 

  

Surry County Virtual Public Hearing RSVP 
Please complete the form below to RSVP for pubic comment during the 
Public Hearing scheduled for Thursday, August 13, 2020.  

First Name Susan 

Last Name Corvello 

District Spring 
Grove 

 

 

  

   



Removal or Relocation of Confederate Monument outside Circuit 

Courthouse 

SC 
Susan Corvello <scorvello2400@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 4:18 PM 
To: Comments 
Cc: Robert Elliott; Lauren Chapman 
 
Susan Corvello 
Spring Grove 
  
  
I want to Thank the Board for allowing the citizens to voice their opinions on the 
possible removal of the Confederate Statue.  Some people may not be happy with my 
opinion, but if you know me for who I am, I would hope people understand that 
everyone has their right to their own opinion and not everyone has to agree and can 
remain friends.  If you have had conversations with me and we have disagreed, we can 
still be civil to one another.  With all the turmoil going on in our society let us be the 
county that shows we can work together when times get hard. 
  
It will not bother me one way or the other if the statue is removed and placed at another 
location or if it stays where it is.  I do not agree that you should just remove it and not do 
something with the statue.  If the majority of people do not want the statue in the center 
of town because they go by it every day and do not like what they see, then move it to 
another location, a park, cemetery, citizen that may want it etc.  My background and 
current life are not affected by that statue.  However, I would like to say that I do not 
think you need to get rid of history, no matter how evil or bad something was. 
  
This statue is on the National Register of Historic Places along with the Town of 
Surry.  It does not stand for one individual but for the many from Surry that fought 
during the Civil War.  This statue is a memorial for those soldiers.  And as some people 
that have grown up in the County have said, he watches over our County.   
  
Speaking to several different people of color, I get different opinions on removal of the 
statue.  Some say yes and some say it does not matter.    Some have even said they would 
like it to stay so that when the time comes and they have children there is something 
they can show them and discuss with them on what occurred in our country and how we 
have changed from that time.  I understand some may have an impact from this era and 
I understand your viewpoints also. 
  
I saw a show the other day with Holocaust survivors and I heard some strong statements 
from a couple of them and some of their statements were pertaining to everything that 
they have lost and to not take their history away.  Another stated everybody in the world 
knows what happened and when people deny what occurred and you are no longer 
around to keep it alive there is a possibility that it could occur again.  We never would 



want to see something like the Civil War and Slavery happen again but if we remove it 
and it is never discussed again you do not know what will happen. 
  
I would only suggest that the Board allow the citizens to possibly vote and let it be a 
majority of the community to make the decision not just 5 members pretty much voting 
on their own behalf for approx. 6500 citizens and only go by this public hearing.  Not 
everyone has access to the public hearing and now is probably the most important 
election year that we could have this added on our ballots. 
  
Thank you for your time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monuments 

BG 
Bill Gray <billgray6344@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 4:04 PM 
 
Please do not remove any monuments, I had a great great grandfather whom fought in 
that area, and to me the Monument is a memory of him. Thanking you in advance, 
 
W. T. Gray 
1033 North Shore Rd.  
Norfolk, Va. 23505 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

 

 

Removal of statue 

PC 
Pam Correll <correllp@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 3:44 PM 
 



I no longer live in Surry county, but still own farm land, so I hope this qualifies me to 
comment on this issue. I believe it is time, in 2020, to move this statue to a private 
location. Allow healing in the county between all people, not maintain a symbol of hate. 
Thank you, 
P. Correll 
 
Sent from my iPad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confederate Monument 

DD 
Deborah H. Dawson <dehdawson@hotmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 2:09 PM 
 

August 13, 2020 

Deborah Dawson 
Surry District 

Good Evening Board Members, County Officials, and Citizens, 

I am writing to support the removal of the confederate monument standing in front of 
the Surry courthouse on public property.  
The numerous monuments erected throughout our country stand as a form of 
intimidation. They are reminders of who is in charge just as cross burnings tried to send 
the same message. There is nothing to celebrate in a defeated and terrorist Confederacy. 
Those who fought for the Confederacy were fighting against the United States. The 
Confederacy lost the war and we a better for it.  

Last, the removal of the monument will not eliminate someone's beloved history, but the 
place to memorialize it is not on public property. 

Let us move forward by correcting this wrong so that we may eliminate further discord 
and division within our county. 



Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Deborah H. Dawson  
"Lingering in Gratitude" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Keep the Confederate Monument in Place 

JP 
John Pelletier <jpelletier@hickmanambrose.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 2:19 PM 
 
Surry County Board of Supervisors, 
  
Please keep the Surry County Confederate Monument in its current location and please 
do not give in to eradicating history. 
  
Thank you for your consideration, 
John Pelletier 
Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is 
intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not 
the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking 
action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically 
archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. 
Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing 
in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 

http://www.mimecast.com/products/


 

CA 
Christen Appel <chrissytrissy13@icloud.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 9:16 AM 
 
Christen Appel 
District: 23883/Surry 
Summary: 
 
“I understand that the issue that we are facing tonight may seem futile to many 
members of this county. I realize that there are many who believe this is a ploy, in order, 
to divide this county.  
 
However, tonight, as a county, we have a great opportunity. An opportunity to show 
future generations that we, their eventual ancestors, collectively stood on the right side 
of history.  
 
 
The confederate monument, in which sits at the foot of the courthouse, has been in place 
for 111 years. 111 years of halting growth. 111 years of silently saying that this county is an 
exclusive membership only. 

The organization, daughters of the Confederacy, erected this monument in 1909. 
Research into the daughters of the Confederacy has taught us that the purpose of their 
plight was, in fact not one of commemoration, but of manipulation and bending 
history’s truth. 

I say this, not to fill my time with fancy wording or even because a hunk of iron is the 
actual issue; I speak before you because it is my whole hearted belief that taking down 
the barriers and obstacles that were purposefully and methodically placed by those 
before us, will not only be a symbolic white flag, but a clean slate.  
 
Tonight is about more than a small piece of land at the corner of our county. The 
decision, either way, made tonight will not speak but it will be a scream that echoes for 
decades.  
 
Board of supervisors, I speak tonight, as a white woman, whom, undoubtedly has 
already been and will be perceived as an imposter; someone whom will never know the 
struggle of being a black American. And I carry that with the understanding that I, in 
fact, will never know what it is like. However, I follow my convictions and I strive to 
carry-out, not my hearts desire, but the desire of all that may be good. I strongly urge 
each member of this Board to follow your hearts convictions; not your father’s or 
mother’s, not your neighbors, not based off of what others may think of you, but your 
own heart.  
 



Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

Confederate Statue 

DA 
Donald Atkins <csvareb@yahoo.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 8:44 AM 
 
I am asking as a land owner and tax payer of Surry Co. that the Board of supervisors 
vote no to remove the statue in front of the court house, or any memorials to war 
veterans.       
 
Sincerely yours,   
 
Donald Atkins      Disputanta VA. 
Public Comment for Removal or Relocation of Confederate Monument 
outside Circuit Courthouse 

DC 
Dianne Cheek <diannelcheek@gmail.com> 
Thu 8/13/2020 8:43 AM 
Cc: Timothy Calhoun; Lauren Chapman 
 
Dianne Cheek 
Surry District 
 
As the nation is taking a look at the Civil War memorial statues in communities, I 
support Surry's efforts to receive public comments on the Removal or Relocation of 
Confederate Monument outside Circuit Courthouse. 
 
The Surry Confederate Monument is a memorial honoring soldiers that served our 
community. The monument also preserves the history of our ancestors' actions and 
provides a reminder of the injustice inflicted on people. Recognizing the injustice in our 
history is important and it shouldn't be forgotten. We must use this reminder to push us 
to strive to not repeat the injustices of the past. Therefore, I support moving the Surry 
Confederate Monument to a park where it can be viewed by people who wish to see it. 
Moving the statue allows people to go to the Circuit Courthouse to seek justice without 
the reminder of past injustices. Additionally, moving the statue opens up the 
opportunity to have a new installation of more current art that represents the Surry 
Community we are today. 
 
  



 

 

Confederate Monument 

BS 
Barry Smith <bgsmith63@verizon.net> 
Thu 8/13/2020 5:54 AM 
 
I urge you to leave the Surry Confederate where it is. It honors all of the brave both 
black and white 
 
thanks 
 
Barry Smith 
 

 

 

 

Surry Confederate Monument 
 

EF 
Edward A. Fiorella <efiorella@ff-legal.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 7:19 PM  
  
Honorable Supervisors of Surry County, 
  
As a Surry landowner and tax payer, I write to ask you to consider carefully your vote 
regarding moving the monument and how we will chose to preserve Surry history.  Any 
offense taken from the monuments presence comes from misunderstanding of its 
purpose rather than upon historical fact. 
  
The monument was placed in remembrance of boys from Surry who gave their lives 
because their County and State called for their sacrifice. It is a monument to 
Confederate dead. Those Confederate dead, all of whom are ancestors of people in this 
audience, should not have died in vain.  
  
Neither their sacrifice nor the monument’s placement seeks to explain away nor 
condone the evil institution of slavery and its oppression. Any present-day offense taken 
from this historical marker’s presence ignores these facts. 
  
Following is the last paragraph of a lengthy letter penned by General Peay, 
Superintendent of VMI,  regarding the Institute’s recent decision to leave its 
Confederate History in place: 



 
“As an institution that was founded in the early 1800’s there are 
obvious historical elements that we cannot change. Today, we 
make the best decision we can, trusting that the future 
generations will be equally respectful of our attempts to do the 
right and courageous things. I hope you will see that these four 
goals and five pillars take us positively to the future and address 
in deeper ways racism and equity than the simple means of 
removing statues and renaming buildings. We cannot eliminate 
our history nor do we desire to do so. Instead, we desire to build 
upon our past and do our part to continue to build a strong 
institute.” 
 
 
I should hope that you all heed General Peay’s words when 
deciding this important issue. I hope and pray that you vote to 
leave Surry’s history intact. 
 
Ed Fiorella 
Surry Tax Payer 
  

Surry Monument Hearing 

H 
hazardbio@aol.com 
Wed 8/12/2020 5:18 PM 
 

Keep the monument to the dead where it is currently located. Leave the dead alone.  
 
Patrick Woodell 

 

  

 

 

Surry Confederate Monument 

EF 
Edward A. Fiorella <efiorella@ff-legal.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 4:36 PM 
Cc: volpe boykin <vboykin@breitcantor.com> 
  
  
Honorable Supervisors of Surry County, 
  



As a Surry landowner and tax payer, I write to ask you to consider carefully your vote 
regarding moving the monument and how we will chose to preserve Surry history.  Any 
offense taken from the monuments presence comes from misunderstanding of its 
purpose rather than upon historical fact. 
  
The monument was placed in remembrance of boys from Surry who gave their lives 
because their County and State called for their sacrifice. It is a monument to 
Confederate dead. Those Confederate dead, all of whom are ancestors of people in this 
audience, should not have died in vain.  
  
Neither their sacrifice nor the monument’s placement seeks to explain away nor 
condone the evil institution of slavery and its oppression. Any present-day offense taken 
from this historical marker’s presence ignores these facts. 
  
Following is the last paragraph of a lengthy letter penned by General Peay, 
Superintendent of VMI,  regarding the Institute’s recent decision to leave its 
Confederate History in place: 
 

“As an institution that was founded in the early 1800’s there are 
obvious historical elements that we cannot change. Today, we 
make the best decision we can, trusting that the future 
generations will be equally respectful of our attempts to do the 
right and courageous things. I hope you will see that these four 
goals and five pillars take us positively to the future and address 
in deeper ways racism and equity than the simple means of 
removing statues and renaming buildings. We cannot eliminate 
our history nor do we desire to do so. Instead, we desire to build 
upon our past and do our part to continue to build a strong 
institute.” 
  
  
I should hope that you all heed General Peay’s words when 
deciding this important issue. I hope and pray that you vote to 
leave Surry’s history intact. 
  
Ed Fiorella 
Surry Tax Payer 
  

  
  

  

Confederate Monument 

JT 
Jan Toalson <troon24@cox.net> 
Wed 8/12/2020 4:09 PM 
 



---------- Original Message ----------  
From: Jan Toalson <troon24@cox.net>  
To: comment@surrycountyva.gov  
Date: August 12, 2020 at 3:58 PM  
Subject: Confederate Monument  

Surry County - 

Over 3,000 of these types of monuments were erected between 1880 and 
1920 all over the north and the south.  They were erected to honor their 
local citizens who answered the call of their state to serve in the worst war 
in our nation's history.  Fathers and grandfathers of some of these men 
fought in the Revolution and the War of 1812.  Sons, grandson, and great 
great grandsons served in WWi, WW2, Korea, Viet Nam and other 
conflicts.   

The courthouse is a fitting spot for this monument to these Surry County 
Citizens.   

 

In 1880 candidate James Garfield dedicated a very similar monument in a 
county seat in northern Ohio near Lake Erie.  That monument was 
dedicated to the infantrymen, sailors, cavalrymen and artillerymen from 
that county who answered the call.  Later that year the candidate would 
become the President of the United States.   He speech focused on the 
horrors of battle, the deaths and the hardships encountered by those 
men.  During his Presidency he worked on healing the wounds and drawing 
the two sides back together.  

This monument is part of your history.  Do not destroy your history.  Honor 
these citizens as you honor those who served in the Revolution, the Mexican 
War, WWi, WW2, Korea, VietNam and your citizens currently serving in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.   

Jeff Toalson 

Williamsburg, VA.  

Fwd: history 

KS 
keith searcy <bottledigger59@gmail.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 4:01 PM 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: <tomst1043181@aol.com> 

mailto:tomst1043181@aol.com


Date: Wed, Aug 12, 2020 at 3:04 PM 
Subject: history 
To: comments@surrycountava.gov <comments@surrycountava.gov>, bottledigger59@g
mail.com<bottledigger59@gmail.com> 
 

Gentlemen:  
My name is Thomas Searle Jackson Jr., and I am a member of the General William 
Mahone Camp 1369, Sons of the Confederate Veterans.  My family originated in 
Jamestown in 1613 and have participated in every conflict, revolution and war that this 
country has ever fought.  Thirteen of my family participated in the Civil War on the 
Confederate cause.  Four of them were killed in action and the rest were paroled and 
gave their allegiance to the United States.  Our family has since then served this country 
faithfully in war and peace.  History is our past and we should learn from it.  As the 
Socialist Party in Germany came into power, they burned their history books, tore down 
their statues and Would War II ensued.  I would request that the statues of our 
Confederate Veterans or our founding fathers not be removed or relocated.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas S. Jackson, Jr. 

 

Fwd: Memorial statue 

JF 
Joseph Ferguson <perpetuityfarm@yahoo.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 3:54 PM 
From: Joseph Ferguson <perpetuityfarm@yahoo.com> 
Date: August 12, 2020 at 3:49:43 PM EDT 
To: comments@surrycountyva.com 
Subject: Memorial statue 

 
I request you NOT remove the Surry County dead soldier’s memorial statue from the 
front of the Courthouse. As an army veteran I find it wrong to remove such a 
remembrance to obedient, selfless men who only did what the community asked them to 
do in the time of trial that they found themselves in. We veterans serve, knowing that we 
can die, and our only consolation is that we will be appreciated and remembered with 
honor by our home communities. Doing this removal will only serve to send a strong 
message to future soldiers from Surry, both black and white, that they may be trashed as 
the times change, and demoralize those that do serve.  
Thank you,  
Joseph Ferguson 
 
 
 

 

mailto:comments@surrycountava.gov
mailto:comments@surrycountava.gov
mailto:bottledigger59@gmail.com
mailto:bottledigger59@gmail.com
mailto:bottledigger59@gmail.com
mailto:perpetuityfarm@yahoo.com
mailto:comments@surrycountyva.com


Monuments 

P 
pop58cal@charter.net 
Wed 8/12/2020 3:45 PM 
Please leave the monument where it is. Moving it will not change history.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fwd: RSVP----------Confederate Monument to the Dead -------- Public 

Hearing August 13, 2020 7:00 P.M. 

VB 
Volpe Boykin <vboykin0808@gmail.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 3:32 PM 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Volpe Boykin <vboykin0808@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Aug 12, 2020 at 3:03 PM 
Subject: RSVP----------Confederate Monument to the Dead -------- Public Hearing 
August 13, 2020 7:00 P.M. 
To: <comments@surrycountava.gov> 
 

Honorable Supervisors of Surry County, 
 
I am not a Surry County resident but I have a deceased family member that was one of 
the soldiers your Confederate monument was erected to remember. This situation is no 
different than if I had a family graveyard in Surry County and moved to another locality, 
I would still have an interest in maintaining that graveyard. I live in Isle of Wight 
County, so I regularly visit and spend money in Surry County and will continue to do so, 
until the Monument is removed. 
 
I know that you have previously heard much about the history of the monument and the 
soldiers it was erected to remember. I also am fully aware that your decision has already 
been made to remove the monument and this Public Hearing is only to comply with the 

mailto:vboykin0808@gmail.com
mailto:comments@surrycountava.gov


law. I still feel compelled to offer the following facts to you that dispel the most popular 
false politically correct cancel culture myths.  
 
One myth is that at the start of the Civil War, all of the white male citizens flocked to 
recruiting stations to volunteer to fight for the Confederacy. The Confederate 
Government instituted the first drafts in that war, April 26,1862, September 27,1862 
and February 17, 1864. By the time of the third draft they covered all white men 17 to 50 
years old. Obviously if so many had volunteered they would have needed no drafts, 
much less three.In Surry County these drafts were enforced by the local governing body. 
These men were your predecessors. Many of  the soldiers the monument was erected to 
remember were drafted and forced to go. Many others volunteered so they would be 
assigned to units that included their friends and family rather than wait to be drafted 
and be assigned to whatever unit the Army decided. This happens in every war where 
there's a draft. Have any of you ever heard of a government drafting men for an army 
and asking the potential draftees if they agreed with the cause for which they were being 
sent to fight and if the draftee did not agree,  they told him he did not have to go ? I have 
not. Surry County forced many of these men to fight a war that many probably did not 
agree with. Why a government fights a war and why a soldier fights a war many times 
are two entirely different things. Surry County forced many of these men to fight and 
has a duty to remember them by leaving the monument to their memory in place.  
 
Another myth is that because of the dates the monuments were erected it is some proof 
that the monuments were erected to intimidate African Americans.This is not true and 
is evidenced by the following. The South was a destroyed wasteland after that war and 
its people did not have money for food, much less monuments until decades after the 
war.  I have reviewed and have copies of the dates the United States erected their 
monuments to the Union Civil War dead. The dates correspond with the dates that the 
Confederate Monuments were erected. The erection dates of both Union and 
Confederate monuments also correspond to important anniversary dates of the war. 
Usually 5 year anniversary dates. The Surry Monument was erected  in 1910, the 45th 
anniversary of the end of the war.  Many others were erected around 1915 the 50th 
anniversary and the ones erected in the 1960's for the 100th anniversary and so on. I 
will gladly send this list to anyone interested but know most have a political agenda and 
are not interested in historical fact. 
 
Probably the most famous myth is that all of the white people in the South including 
Confederate soldiers owned enslaved people. This can not be true due to the fact that 
according to the United States Census of 1860, only somewhere between 5% and 10% of 
all white people in the South owned another person. My ancestor certainly did not, from 
what I can determine he was a poor sharecropper himself before being sent to the 
Confederate Army. 
 
I have an interesting story for you: 
Two Armies and Generals 
BOTH: 
Fought against their legitimate government 
Were called Traitor  



Fought for a government that opposed slavery and for a government that supported it 
The General of one Army owned enslaved people and the of the other managed enslaved 
people left to his wife in an estate ( he never owned an enslaved person himself) 
Who were they? 
Continental Army commanded by General George Washington and and The 
Confederate Army commanded by General Robert E. Lee 
 
I ask when should we take down the monuments to Washington, Jefferson and the rest 
of the Founding Fathers. Some of you will say we should do it now. I say all history is 
just that, history, good and bad. 
 
Some say that everything reminding people of slavery should be abolished. I say if they 
do, I would like to keep my Bible which mentions slavery and some of the most revered 
biblical figures that owned enslaved people.  
 
If this monument is removed, the least you can do for the soldiers it was erected to 
remember and your own legacy in history as being the ones to have it removed, is to 
make sure it is handled in a respectful way and turned over to those who respect History 
and will treat the monument as the historical artifact it is.  
 
It is not fair or just to judge those of the distant past with our 21st Century hindsight. I 
also remember a phrase that goes like this - Judge not, that you not be judged; condemn 
not, and you will not be condemned;forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
 
Sincerely,  
Volpe Boykin, 
28359 Walters Hwy 
Carrsville, Virginia 
23315 
cell- 757-287-3309 
--  
Volpe Boykin 
Those that fear do not live, only exist. 

 
 

 

 

 

Surry County Confederate Monument 

EB 
Earl Blythe <eblythe4@verizon.net> 
Wed 8/12/2020 3:07 PM 
Surry County Board of Supervisors, 
 



I am not a resident of Surry County, but I do have ancestors who fought and died for the 
Cause of Southern Independence that lived in Surry County and for whom the Surry 
Confederate monument memorializes their ultimate sacrifice. Therefore, I respectfully 
ask that you do not move the monument from its current location. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Earl Blythe 
104 Woodland Circle 
Franklin, VA   23851 
757-562-3040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courthouse monument Hearing 

KP 
Ken Parsons <kparsons320@gmail.com> 
Wed 8/12/2020 2:11 PM 
 
Council: please note my objection to the removal of the County Courthouse monument.  
I wish to vote and raise an objection to take it down or moving it from the place it has 
resided for over 100 years.  
 
This monument represents the soldiers who died and suffered for their efforts to keep us 
a free country as defined in 
the constitution. I don't live in Surry County but have many forebears buried 
in Surry county and this monument represents a headstone for their  
scattered graves. Located at the Courthouse gave the people of that time a gathering 
place to obtain news and information  
about their soldiers far from home, it is how many found their loved one had been 
buried in a shallow grave in some unknown field 
in a place they had never heard of.  
 
You have a very beautiful Courthouse and Monument in Surry and I hope you realize 
outsiders are willing to destroy it. 
Please dedicate yourselves to putting a stop to this misguided effort. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Ken Parsons 



James City County 
 
 

Removal of Confederate Monument from its current location in front of the 

Surry County, Virginia Circuit Courthouse 

C 
Catherine <ccorrell@tni.net> 
Tue 8/11/2020 4:11 PM 
  
Catherine Correll Walls, Claremont District 
  
The Confederate Statue located in front of the Surry County Circuit Courthouse should 
be removed. This statue was put in its current location in 1913, a time period when many 
Surry County residents, including African- Americans and women did not have the right 
to vote or have input on  the placement of this monument.  A monument located  in 
front of our  county courthouse should pay tribute  to all of the people of Surry 
County,  and not be a monument that reflects a divisive past and only a portion of the 
people of the county. 
Online Form Submittal: Public Hearing RSVP 

N 
noreply@civicplus.com 
Tue 8/11/2020 9:09 AM 
To: Lauren Chapman; Delon Brown 

Public Hearing RSVP 
 

  

Surry County Virtual Public Hearing RSVP 
Please complete the form below to RSVP for pubic comment during the 
Public Hearing scheduled for Thursday, August 13, 2020.  

First Name Paula 

Last Name Agor 

District Surry 
 

 

  

 
 

August 13- comment & request to speak at the BOS meeting 

NM 
Nancy Kells McNamara <nancykells@outlook.com> 
Sun 8/9/2020 4:05 AM 
 



Hello BOS, 
 
I would like to make this comment and also say this statement and be able to speak at the 
BOS meeting on August 13, 2020.  
 
It is imperative that the BOS vote to remove the generic confederate soldier statue in front 
of the Surry County courthouse. Our county and local government need to be on the right 
side of history on this. It has wrongly been allowed to be placed and remain there for far too 
long. Those statues were erected long after Confederacy lost the Civil War and was done so 
while Black Americans were gaining more freedoms and rights as a way to intimidate and 
"put" Black folks "in their place". Removing these statues in itself will not correct the 
wrongs done to Black Americans in this country nor will it remove the systematic racism 
built into our country's systems and institutions, but it will at least send a message that in 
our county, we realize that this statue has never been about honoring the fallen nor 
celebrating "heritage". It is a hateful symbol that needs to go! I hope you do the right thing 
and vote to remove it. 
 
Thank you and I would also like to speak and read the above statement at the BOS meeting. 
 
Please respond to this email and let me know that I will be able to do that. I appreciate it 
very much! 
 
Nancy McNamara 
Carsley District (Kenneth R. Holmes, BOS member) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
From: Helen Eggleston <hceggleston2@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 9:05 PM 
To: Comments <comments@surrycountyva.gov> 
Subject: Memories and Monuments 
  
Mr.Chairman, Rev. Elliott, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Drewry, Mrs. Lyttle, 
It deeply saddens me that there is so much anger and even hatred here in our county. I wish 
I could somehow convince the people who wish to destroy any remembrance of the 
confederacy and any image or statue honoring our ancestors who fought in it, that you 
cannot erase history.  
 The Civil War, and slavery are a part of America’s history. I deeply regret that there are 
those of you who find so much pain and hatred in those “memories” and here in the writing 
of this I put the word “memories” in quotation marks. Why? Because they are not the 
“memories” of any of us here. They are the memories that your grandparents or perhaps 
your great-grandparents, passed on to you. Neither you nor I was ever a slave or owned a 
slave. Sadly you can remove, tear down, destroy and erase any visual evidence that these 
monuments ever existed but you cannot erase history. It happened.  And yes, the 
confederacy lost the civil war! 
 That being said, your people have accomplished more than any other people of your race in 
the whole world. You have so much to be proud of. I cannot begin to list them all. I strongly 

mailto:hceggleston2@aol.com
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suggest the following; celebrate your people’s accomplishments.  Stop criticizing the 
country and society that has given you the opportunities and the successes you have. You 
and your people have risen from slavery to the highest office in our country, focus on that! 
You have risen to become doctors, lawyers, judges, teachers, scientists, businessmen, 
senators, congressmen and women and President of our country. Yes, there is still 
prejudice, there always will be, on both sides. Unfortunately, humans, black and white are 
not perfect and we never will be this side of eternity. But tear down or remove that statue 
and you will drive a far deeper wedge between the races in our county than now exists. 
That, truly will be a huge loss to us both. 
 I will pass this on to you. In the African country of Libya there are slave markets where 
they buy and sell black men today! Slavery is alive and well in many African countries. Our 
misinformed senator, Tim Kaine, said America created slavery. Obviously the man is 
woefully ignorant of history. The ancient Egyptians were slave owners. They enslaved the 
ancient Israelite nation; the people that Moses led out of Egypt, over the Red Sea and into 
the wilderness. And unfortunately there is real slavery in several parts of the world today. 
 But you are FREE! You should be celebrating. Shame on you! 
Respectfully yours, 
Helen Cooke Eggleston 
 
 
From: Mike Eggleston <michael.eggleston@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 9:17 PM 
To: Comments <comments@surrycountyva.gov> 
Subject: Reading comments on statue at Surry courthouse. 
  
After reading these heated comments aBout A war memorial at Surry courthouse I can’t 
help but wonder how  
Many of you commenting ever wore a uniform Of the US armed service and ever had to 
defend anything other than your opinions. 
 
I served in the military for 6 years before a lot of you were born.  No matter which conflict 
war is hell and no one who ever 
Served took it lightly.   
 
But if you never served don’t pontificate to those of us who did in any conflict.  You have a 
right to your opinion just as I have mine.  We served so that you have a right to free 
expression guaranteed in the constitution.  Use it wisely. 

‘‘If you forward emails please Bcc. Blind copy and remove previous recipients 
To foil scammers, spammers, and email miners.  Thanks “ 
 

Reading comments on statue at Surry courthouse. 

ME 
Mike Eggleston <michael.eggleston@aol.com> 
Wed 8/5/2020 9:17 PM 



•  Comments 

After reading these heated comments aBout A war memorial at Surry courthouse I can’t 
help but wonder how 
Many of you commenting ever wore a uniform Of the US armed service and ever had to 
defend anything other than your opinions. 
 
I served in the military for 6 years before a lot of you were born.  No matter which conflict 
war is hell and no one who ever 
Served took it lightly.   
 
But if you never served don’t pontificate to those of us who did in any conflict.  You have a 
right to your opinion just as I have mine.  We served so that you have a right to free 
expression guaranteed in the constitution.  Use it wisely. 

‘‘If you forward emails please Bcc. Blind copy and remove previous recipients 
To foil scammers, spammers, and email miners.  Thanks “ 
 

 

Confederate Monument 

P 
peyton@beldar.com 
Sun 8/2/2020 12:04 AM 
Surry County Council members, 
  
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns regarding the Surry Confederate 
Monument.  I first saw the Monument honoring the dead soldiers about 3 months again. I 
was taken by the artistic display of the statue and cannon ball configuration. I thought to 
myself what an honorable memorial for the fallen soldiers (men, women, black, white, 
native American) that represented Surry County. The important issue to remember is that 
this is a MEMORIAL honoring the dead! It's not a statue glorifying slavery, the South or its 
generals. Its a memorial honoring DEAD soldiers, that's ALL!!! To remove this monument 
would be disrespectful to the soldiers it's paying tribute to as well as their families. Also 
remember, no matter which side these soldiers fought for they are still AMERICANS!! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nathan Wolfe 
  
  

(No subject) 

A 
anthonydimick@aol.com 



Sun 7/26/2020 7:09 PM 
To: Comments 

Leave our monuments alone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Form Submittal: Contact Board of Supervisors 

N 
noreply@civicplus.com 
Fri 7/24/2020 11:47 PM 
To: Lauren Chapman; Kenneth Holmes 

Contact Board of Supervisors 
 

  

Supervisor You Wish 
to Contact 

Mr. Kenneth Holmes 

Name Nancy Kells McNamara 

Email nancykells@outlook.com 

Phone Field not completed. 

Preferred Contact 
Method 

Field not completed. 

Message Thank you for your time. I am writing you again to 
urge that you vote yes on the removal of the 
Confederate statue in front of our courthouse. I believe 
the BOS are dedicated to making Surry County the 
safe, diverse and inclusive place we want to see 

 



reflected in our world. Removing a single monument, 
or even all of the confederate monuments, will not fix 
the issues our society is facing. These monuments are, 
however, symbolic of individual, institutional and 
systemic racism and injustices that continue to 
pervade and exist in our society, and it is high time we 
no longer allow, uphold and protect these relics which 
strive to minimize and marginalize many of the people 
who live in our county, community, and country. The 
fight for justice and Black Lives Matter goes beyond 
this one monument or all of these monuments, but 
together through grassroots organizing and 
community engagement, we know we can bring about 
the positive changes we wish to see in this world for 
our children, for our community, for our county, and 
beyond. Removing this one statue is a symbolic start 
and it says to the people who live in this county and to 
tourists who come here that we will no longer accept 
hate and intimidation that the people who constructed 
these statues were trying to inflict under the guise of 
heritage and honoring veterans. No, that is not why 
they were erected and placed in our towns and cities. 
It's long overdue that these relics be removed. Let 
Surry County be on the right side of history in this. 
Thank you for your time. 

 

  

   

 

Online Form Submittal: Contact Board of Supervisors 

N 
noreply@civicplus.com 
Fri 7/24/2020 11:46 PM 
To:Lauren Chapman;Robert Elliott;Michael Drewry;Judy Lyttle; Timothy 
Calhoun; Kenneth Holmes 

Contact Board of Supervisors 
 

  

Supervisor You Wish 
to Contact 

All Board of Supervisors 

Name Nancy Kells McNamara 

 



Email nancykells@outlook.com 

Phone Field not completed. 

Preferred Contact 
Method 

Email 

Message Thank you all for your time. I am writing you again to 
urge that you vote yes on the removal of the 
Confederate statue in front of our courthouse. I believe 
the BOS are dedicated to making Surry County the 
safe, diverse and inclusive place we want to see 
reflected in our world. Removing a single monument, 
or even all of the confederate monuments, will not fix 
the issues our society is facing. These monuments are, 
however, symbolic of individual, institutional and 
systemic racism and injustices that continue to 
pervade and exist in our society, and it is high time we 
no longer allow, uphold and protect these relics which 
strive to minimize and marginalize many of the people 
who live in our county, community, and country. The 
fight for justice and Black Lives Matter goes beyond 
this one monument or all of these monuments, but 
together through grassroots organizing and 
community engagement, we know we can bring about 
the positive changes we wish to see in this world for 
our children, for our community, for our county, and 
beyond. Removing this one statue is a symbolic start 
and it says to the people who live in this county and to 
tourists who come here that we will no longer accept 
hate and intimidation that the people who constructed 
these statues were trying to inflict under the guise of 
heritage and honoring veterans. No, that is not why 
they were erected and placed in our towns and cities. 
It's long overdue that these relics be removed. Let 
Surry County be on the right side of history in this. 
Thank you for your time. 

 

  

   

 
 
From: James Morton <jmrtn62@gmail.com> 
Date: July 8, 2020 at 1:01:44 PM EDT 



To: James Morton <jmrtn62@gmail.com> 
Subject: Confederate Symbols in Surry 

 
Dear Honorable Judge, Board of Supervisors, Dear Administrator, 
 
I hope you are well. I think it makes sense to address the letter to all of you, since it is a 
general matter. I'm writing because as elected officials you have the duty and power to 
serve the interests of the community. I'm writing to you as a regular citizen, who thinks 
about how policy affects our lives and how we engage with each other, not as a Republican 
or democrat.  
 
The reason for my email is the Confederate Monument in front of the county courthouse. 
Monuments, statues, schools, seals, and even road names celebrate people, and put them 
on a pedestal (sometimes literally). The Confederacy was many things, and Southern 
history is a proud one. But the Confederacy also fought to preserve the enslaving of 
Americans, and the oppression and murdering of many African-Americans. I believe these 
actions do not reflect the values of the community, and are deeply hurtful to decent people 
everywhere. It is also important to remember that many Confederate monuments and 
names were dedicated in the first half of the 1900s during the Lost Cause movement. Many 
of these monuments were erected because people wanted to reframe history and try to 
remember the Civil War as a valiant effort to defend state’s rights. In reality, of course, the 
Civil War was fought to preserve slavery. For those whose ancestors were enslaved, these 
are symbols of oppression. By placing them on courthouse lawns, or naming schools or 
roads after them, we continue to give them moral legitimacy. 
 
We should remember our heritage in the right way, and find ways to celebrate the parts of it 
that are beautiful - brotherhood, courage, sacrifice, valor, among others - while making it 
clear that the Confederacy also stood for evil that we need to remember, as to not repeat 
it. Monuments gloss over the nuances. They idolize confederate leaders while whitewashing 
the full picture of their roles and deeds. You wouldn't be able to tell from looking at a 
soldier or general high up on a stone foundation. 
 
If we want to remember this part of Southern history, we should do it in a museum, where 
people can learn about it while understanding the context of time. Surry County should 
continue to be a welcoming place for businesses and all people, and I think it is of utmost 
importance to remove and relocate the monument. If you look at my generation’s apps, like 
Instagram or Tiktok, you’ll find that people are lightyears apart from the current reality as 
it relates to confederate monuments. Once my generation takes control of the political 
system, as your generation has, and as any generation does, I’m concerned that we won’t 
have the same desire to critically engage with our heritage as your generation does, because 
you still feel more closely connected to it. So in a way, this is also about using your 
perspective and influence, to make sure that these monuments go to places where they’re 
used to teach people about the good and the bad (like a museum), and where they can find 
their final, safe, resting place. Mark my words: My generation will vote to remove these 
monuments when the time comes, and naturally, as time progresses, people forget about 
the value of learning from the distant past. 



 
I’m not passing judgement on anyone in the community, please believe me. I also believe in 
the 1st amendment, and people being able to voice their opinions. This is about 
government-sanctioned honoring of these people. This isn't about erasing or hiding history, 
it's about finding the right way to remember it. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
James Morton 

ᐧ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Trevor Benson <trevorofvirginia@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:06:29 PM 
To: Comments <comments@surrycountyva.gov> 
Subject: Digital Public Comment - July 2nd 2020 
  
Hello, 
 
This a request for to speak during the public comments on GoToMeeting tonight during the 
Board of Supervisors meeting: 
 
Name: Trevor Benson 
 
District: Surry 
 
Topic: Confederate Monument Hearing  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Trevor Benson 
 
Cell: 757-692-2292 
_____________________________________________________________ 
From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 1:20 PM 
To: Lauren Chapman 



<lchapman@surrycountyva.gov>; Robert Elliott<relliott@surrycountyva.gov> 
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Board of Supervisors 
  

Contact Board of Supervisors 
 

  

Supervisor You Wish 
to Contact 

Mr. Robert Elliott, Chairman 

Name Howell Godfrey 

Email howellgodfrey43@gmail.com 

Phone 7579456285 

Preferred Contact 
Method 

Email 

Message Surry County Board of Supervisors 
ATTN: Robert Elliot, Chairperson 
45 School Street 
Surry, VA 23883 
 
Dear Rev. Elliot, 
 
Thank you for the sermon that you delivered on 
Sunday. Even though we have not been able to 
assemble in the house of the lord, Melonie and I still 
felt his presence in our home. As you stated our God 
did not make us to hate each other and it is clear that 
we can no longer accept monuments of hate or their 
celebration. The time has come to remove the 
Confederate monument located in front of the Surry 
County Courthouse. We can no longer allow the 
revisionism of the oppressive era that is represented by 
this statue and others like it. The longer this statue is 
allowed to be publicly displayed, at the emotional 
expense of the African-American community, the 
longer we allow the sacrifices of those that came before 
us to be sullied. Those that were born, lived, and died 
in bondage, and those that saw their physical chains 
broken at the end of the Civil War, just to have them 
replaced with legal, political, and economic shackles. 
This monument was erected 44 years after the 
conclusion of the war. It was not erected as a symbol of 



pride, but rather as an anonymous specter for every 
person of color that crosses its path. A silent, yet 
powerful statement of how divided we are. 
 
I not only ask the statue be removed, but also propose 
that it be replaced with a monument that ALL of Surry 
County’s citizens can be proud of. As the current 
monument is dedicated to the Confederate soldiers, I 
propose we erect a monument, in its place, to the 
veterans of the county with their names inscribed. This 
way generations to come can take pride in their 
ancestor’s service and we can be unified as one. 
 
The Confederacy died in 1865. It is now time to bury it 
and move forward as one county. I hope to be able to 
attend the July 2nd meeting, and I’m praying you will 
make the right decision. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Howell Percell Godfrey Jr. 

 

   

 
   

 
  
 



 

As of 6:24 PM 8-13-2020 

Board of Supervisors Public Hearing Regarding:  Confederate Monument 
August 13, 2020 – 7PM 

 
 
 
DISTRICTS:  
 

SURRY 
1. Ed Fiorella, Surry 
2. Pam Correll, Surry County  
3. Deborah Dawson, Surry District 
4. Christen Appel, District: 23883/Surry 
5. Dianne Cheek, Surry District 
6. Paula Agor, Surry 
7. Trevor Benson, District: Surry 
 

DENDRON 
1. Helen Cooke Eggleston, Dendron 
2. Mike Eggleston, Dendron 
3. Gammiel Poindexter, Blackwater - Dendron 

 
CARSLEY 

1. Nancy McNamara, Carsley District 
 

 
CLAREMONT 

1. Catherine Correll Walls, Claremont District 
 
SPRING GROVE:  

1. Susan Corvello, Spring Grove 
 

BACONS CASTLE 
1. Joan Brown (Bacon Castle District)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

As of 6:24 PM 8-13-2020 

Don’t Remove:  
 

1. W. T. Gray, Norfolk, Va. 23505 
2. John Pelletier 
3. Donald Atkins, Disputanta VA. 
4. Barry Smith 
5. Ed Fiorella, Surry 
6. Jeff Toalson, Williamsburg, VA.  
7. Thomas S. Jackson, Jr. 
8. Joseph Ferguson 
9. pop58cal@charter.net ( no name or further info) 
10. Volpe Boykin, Carrsville, Virginia 
11. Earl Blythe, Franklin, VA   
12. Ken Parsons, James City County 
13. Helen Cooke Eggleston, Dendron 
14. Mike Eggleston, Dendron 
15. Nathan Wolfe 
16. anthonydimick@aol.com  ( no name or further info) 
17. Mike Armistead 
18. Wiley D. Bryant, Southhampton 
19. Albert P. Burckard, Carrollton 
20. Phil Sumrell  
21. Zip Perry  
22. Steve Stephenson 
23. Larry M. Bandy, Hightown, Virginia   
24. Scott Jones  
25. Chris Hutson  

 
 
Remove:  
 

1. Pam Correll, Surry County  
2. Deborah Dawson, Surry District 
3. John Pelletier 
4. Christen Appel, District: 23883/Surry 
5. Patrick Woodell 
6. Catherine Correll Walls, Claremont District 
7. Nancy McNamara, Carsley District 
8. Howell Percell Godfrey Jr. 
9. Gammiel Poindexter, Blackwater - Dendron 

 
 
Move, Relocate -  but don’t destroy: 
 

1. Susan Corvello, Spring Grove 
2. Dianne Cheek, Surry District 
3. James Morton 

mailto:pop58cal@charter.net
mailto:anthonydimick@aol.com


 

As of 6:24 PM 8-13-2020 

 
Request to Speak (no comment sent in)  
 

1. Paula Agor, Surry 
2. Trevor Benson, District: Surry 
3. Mark Fielding  
4. Joan Brown (Bacon Castle District)  

 
 
 


