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Lorraine Bergman
Direct No: 828-373-0072
Email: lbergman@pgrenewables.com
July 7, 2021
Dear Neighbor:
I work for Pine Gate Renewables, a North Carolina-based company that is planning to
construct a solar facility between Bacons Castle Road and Hog Island Road, Surry County
parcel 43-58F. An enclosed map shows you the tract proposed.
Because Surry County is considering the request to permit solar at the proposed
location, I would like to share this information about solar in general and the project we are
proposing. See the attached pages with answers to some frequently asked questions that
might be helpful.
We are hosting a Community Meeting on Thursday, July 29th at Bacon’s Castle
Bapitst Church, located at 861 Bacons Castle Trail, Surry, to share information on the
proposed Surry Solar development. We encourage you to attend this meeting and ask any
questions you may have or share potential concerns, so that we can incorporate your input
into our permit application to Surry County. The meeting will be held from 5:30 – 7:30 as a
drop-in. Prior to the meeting, feel free to check out Surry Solar’s webpage
https://pinegaterenewables.com/surry-solar-center/.
If you have any additional questions, please don't hesitate to reach out at the contact
information below. We will meet with you personally or communicate by phone or email,
whichever is easiest.
Lorraine Bergman: (828) 373-0072 (direct number) or
lbergman@pgrenewables.com
For more information, please visit the Pine Gate Renewables website at
https://pinegaterenewables.com.
Sincerely,
Lorraine Bergman
Lorraine Bergman
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is "solar energy"?
Solar energy is simply the conversion of sunlight into useable energy in the form of
electricity. It is one of the main types of "renewable energy" that does not use fossil fuels.
What is a solar farm?
A solar farm is a collection of ground-mounted solar panels on a parcel of land that
allows the operator to efficiently use sunlight to produce energy. By grouping panels
together, more energy is produced and at a cheaper price than with other methods of
energy production.

Why solar energy?
From an environmental perspective, it is important to replace polluting energy from
non-renewable sources with renewable clean energy. From an economic perspective, it
makes sense to replace more costly fuels like coal and oil with the free, natural sunlight
which ultimately lowers the total energy costs for consumers. And from a land-use
perspective, cities and counties across the country are realizing that solar farms have
large tax benefits but far less impact on neighbors than a subdivision, industrial site, or
other type of use.
This twenty (20) megawatt (MW) project will generate roughly 42,000 mWh annually;
enough to power approximately 4100 households. Solar is the fastest-growing energy source
in America, adding 50% of all capacity on the electric grid in 2019.

Are solar farms common in Virginia?
Yes, the Clean Energy Virginia initiative expands upon Executive Order Forty-Three,
which the Governor signed last fall establishing ambitious statewide goals and targets for clean
energy deployment in the Commonwealth. The initiative also follows the recent enactment of
the Virginia Clean Economy Act and other signature solar, wind, and energy efficiency
legislation. These clean energy policies require all carbon emitting sources of electricity to retire
by 2045, while replacing them with new investments in solar, onshore wind, offshore wind,
energy efficiency, and battery storage.

2|Page

Headquarters: 130 Roberts Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Charlotte Office: 301 Camp Road, Suite 104, Charlotte, NC 28206
Jacksonville Office: 315 3rd Avenue N, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32256
info@pgrenewables.com
www.pinegaterenewables.com

Will I be able to see the solar farm?
Yes. However, the solar arrays are designed to be set back from the road
so there will be limited visibility of the system. There will be a vegetative buffer
along the road to shield the solar farm from view and protect the character of the
surrounding community. The buffer will comply with all Local and County
requirements.
The enclosed plan shows the location of the buffers. Additionally, unlike
houses, it will be completely dark and silent at night.
Are there other design elements a neighbor should know about?
Yes. The project's design will be approved by the local authorities to ensure all
stormwater and sediment will be properly contained.
Are all utility companies investing in solar?
All major utility companies in the United States generate portions of their energy
from "clean" sources that do not create toxic by-products (e.g. coal ash and air emissions).
Sunlight is one of those clean sources. Additionally, large companies such as Amazon,
Google, and Apple use solar energy to provide energy to their server facilities. Many other
large companies like Bank of America, Walmart, Ford Motor Company, and GM have
joined the "Renewable Energy 100" pledge to source 100% of their energy from
renewables and use roof-mounted solar on some of their facilities.
How does a solar facility work?
Generally described, solar "panels" are placed onto steel frames (called "racks")
that are driven into the ground so that very little land is disturbed. These panels passively
receive the sun's light, which in turn causes electrons in the solar cells to move about. This
movement generates a direct current that is converted at the site to alternating current
before being transferred to the electrical grid. There are zero fumes, emissions, or byproducts.
Does the community receive taxes from a solar farm?
Yes. As Virginia transitions to solar, many of the market mechanisms are being
developed. Pine Gate is supportive of a revenue sharing program which will grant the local
county a clear, consistent source of tax revenue at a rate of $1400/MW/year, and based on the
size of this project will generate $28,000/year. As these projects consistently operate for an
expected useful life of 40 years, the Surry Solar site would generate a minimum $1,120,000 to
Surry County over its useful life, with little to no public needs, such as water, sewers, or schools.
Our goal is to be a quiet, friendly contributing neighbor to the community.
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Where will the energy go?
The energy will either be purchased by Dominion Energy through what is called a
"power purchase agreement" (ppa) with the subsidiary or project company, Surry Solar
Center, LLC. Dominion Energy will redistribute the electricity to its customers, in the area.
There will be enough energy from the solar farm to power approximately 4100 homes.
Why is a subsidiary involved?
Practically all forms of real estate development (e.g. subdivisions, shopping
centers, cell towers, and industrial parks) are owned by site-specific LLCs to meet
standard lending requirements.
Are solar farms safe?
Yes. Despite a variety of misinformation on the internet, solar farms are very safe.
The EPA has extensively tested solar panels and concludes that they are completely safe.
Another common question asked relates to the electromagnetic fields, or EMF, generated
by the solar farm inverters. The amount of EMF exposure to a person on the outside of a
solar farm is less than the person receives when inside his or her own home. For more
information on this topic, the N.C. Clean Energy Technology Center at N.C. State has
numerous
resources.
One
such
paper
can
be
found
at
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/health-and-safety-impacts-of-solar-photovoltaics.
Do solar farms produce noise, traffic, light, or odor?
No. The inverters are the only components of a solar farm that produce noise.
When standing directly next to one you might hear a hum similar to an air conditioner.
From outside the facility they are impossible to hear over ambient noises created by wind,
birds, background traffic, etc.
The average solar farm generates one or two vehicle trips per month, as contrasted
with an average single-family home that generates 9.52 vehicle trips per day (Institute of
Transportation Engineers, Trip Generation Manual, 9th ed.). One home (or a group of new
homes, such as a new subdivision), on the other hand, would generate traffic and suburban
noise in the form of lawnmowers, leaf blowers, and common noises created whenever
people gather.
Solar farms do not emit any light and only operate during the day. There will be no
lighting at night. Additionally, the facility produces no odors. In other words, you won't be
able to hear it, smell it, see it, or be aware of traffic generation.
Do solar farms harm property values?
Hundreds of studies have been done in numerous states by certified and licensed
appraisers using industry-standard methods. Many of the studies have been audited by
independent appraisers. All of them have concluded that solar farms possess none of the
characteristics that would cause harm to adjoining property values, and none of the studies
have found evidence of harm from existing facilities.
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How long do they last?
A standard lease is 30 to 40 years. Once the solar farm is no longer needed, it can
be easily decommissioned by lifting out the panels and pulling up the steel posts holding
the frames, and the land can be returned to its natural state. In other words, unlike an
industrial property or subdivision, the land can easily be returned to agriculture. Virtually
all parts of the facility are recyclable, being predominantly made of steel, aluminum,
copper, and silicon.
Will this be a large facility?
No. This will be a twenty (20) MW solar farm located on a single parcel, utilizing
approximately 100 acres of land. The passive nature of solar farms and pollinator-friendly
ground cover underneath the arrays are in keeping with the farming and other agricultural
activities in this area.
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